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PARK CONSERVANCY ON HIP-HOP SNUB: 


IT WASN’T US! 

State honchos picked Bard over rappers 



Heights hunk 

Clooney-watchers in Brooklyn Heights were rewarded for their 
patience — and for allowing their neighborhood to be over- 
run with film trucks — and got to drink in the hunkiness of ac- 
tor George Clooney. The good-guy star was shooting a Coen 
Brothers movie, "Bum After Reading" on Middagh Street. 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The head of the Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Conservancy this week strongly denied a 
Brooklyn Paper story that her group had re- 
placed a popular hip-hop festival with a 
production of Shakespeare’s “Macbeth,” 
saying the decision to give away the rap 
event’s June, 2008, dates was made entire- 
ly by state Parks officials. 

In denying The Brooklyn Paper report last 
week (“Hip-hop fest flap,” Sept. 29), Brook- 
lyn Bridge Park Conservancy Executive Di- 
rector Marianna Koval said that the state Of- 
fice of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation — not the Conservancy — gave 
the dates to the St. Ann’s Warehouse produc- 
tion of the Bard’s famous Scottish play. 

Indeed, the Brooklyn Bridge Park Conser- 
vancy does not, as The Brooklyn Paper re- 
ported, control bookings at Empire-Fulton 
Ferry State Park, which is situated on the 
DUMBO waterfront between the Manhattan 
and Brooklyn bridges. The Conservancy is a 
booking partner with the state, but its book- 
ings must be approved by state Park officials 
— a process that Koval said she hopes will 
still happen with the hip-hop festival, which 
has been in the park for two years. 

“We think it should be there, and we are 
making that case to state Parks,” Koval told 
The Brooklyn Paper this week. 

The Paper’s front-page report was based 
on comments from festival organizer Wes 
Jackson, who charged that the allocation of 
the dates to the Shakespeare production 
rather than the hip-hop festival was racially 
motivated. 

“Hip hop brings a lot more brown people 
to this neighborhood, and people who live 
here are not comfortable with it,” Jackson 
said in our article. 


This week, Jackson confirmed the accura- 
cy of the quotation, but claimed that the com- 
ment had been taken out of context. He said 
that he had been referring to a different hip- 
hop event he produced in DUMBO last year. 

He backed up Koval’s claim that the Con- 
servancy is a staunch supporter of the hip- 
hop festival. 

“They have helped me in untold ways,” he 

On Monday, Jackson put out a press re- 
lease claiming that the hip-hop festival was 
“moving ... to early July, tentatively July 
12.” 

But Rachel Gordon, state Parks’ regional 
director, said that no date has been set for the 
festival — and that a date may never be set. 
As Jackson suggested in the original article, 
Gordon told The Brooklyn Paper this week 
that the rap festival may indeed not be “suit- 
able” for the Empire-Fulton Ferry State Park. 

But she denied that race would play any 
role in the decision whether to allow the hip- 
hop festival to be produced in Empire-Fulton 
Ferry State Park. 

“We make decisions based on impact on 
the park — and with this festival, there were 
capacity issues,” Gordon said. “The capacity 
of the park is 4,000. And they had 6,000. 
We’re very clear about capacity. They said 
their counter broke, but it is their responsibil- 
ity and they didn’t meet it well.” 

When Gordon’s comment was relayed to 
Jackson, he said it was the first he’d heard of it. 

“I was not aware that they had a problem 
with capacity,” he said. 

In his own press release, though, Jackson 
admitted that large crowds raise some con- 

“Because of reasons fair and unfair, when 
you say ‘hip-hop,’ people get concerned,” he 
said in his statement. “We produce a large 
See RAP SNUB on page 6 



Art on the rocks 

It may look like just another day in DUMBO, what with this plastic-wrapped dancer cavorting 
below the Manhattan Bridge, but the performance was part of the neighborhood's annual "Art 
Under the Bridge" festival last weekend, which featured hundreds of performers, creative peo- 
ple and even a painting elephant. 



Playwright: Bush, Osama are 'mirror' images 


By Adam Rathe 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The new season at St. Ann’s 
Warehouse will open with a 
bang — in the form of two 
plays from a woman who says 
President Bush and Osama bin 
Laden are mere “mirrors” of 
one another. 

“Honestly, I want to congrat- 
ulate Osama bin Laden and 
George Bush, because I think 
the two of you found in each 


St. Ann's season gets off to a fiery start 


playwright. cision. Go to a desert, put a 

“If you study the relationship fence around it and just play the 
of Bush and the Arabian world war with the two of you. Do 


like two brothers [whose] par- Talk about an exciting open- 


cr 

Our award-winning guide 
begins on page 7. 


mg to the St. Ann’s Warehouse 
season! Roosen’s plays are just 
as searing as her publicity inter- 
view commentary. 

Both “The Veiled Mono- 
logues,” which opened on Oct. 5, 
and “Is.Man,” which was set to 
open the following night, focus 
on the state of Muslim women in 
the Western world and Europe, 


whose traumatic experiences their 
creator hopes to help better, or, at 
the very least, explain. 

“I have a huge passion for the 
dialogue between the West and 
the Arabian culture,” Roosen told 
GO Brooklyn last week. “But 
[part of being] a human is that 
when you see something that you 
don’t recognize, your body and 
spirit lock up.” Opening up a 
channel of discussion is what 
Roosen’s work attempts to do. 

See MIRROR on page 9 



Osama bin Laden 



YOU ARE THE WALRUS: Our columnist grills Ayveq. Mom and son are below. 

Dad still a self-lover 



T he eyes of the world — well, at least the walrus-lov- 
ing world — were on the New York Aquarium last 
week, where the new baby walrus made his debut. 

But my eyes were on Ayveq, the Coney Island institu- 
tion’s famously self-satisfying sea beast. 

Readers of this column know that I have a long-estab- 
lished affection for Ayveq and his prodigious proclivities. So 
when I heard that Ayveq was the father of the new walrus 
calf — and that he had mated with his formerly frigid gal 
pal, Kulu — I mshed straight to the Aquarium for a tank-side 
interview. 

The bad news: Ayveq is about as good a father as Bob 
Guccione. The good news: He’s still masturbating. 

“Even as the photographers and the camera crews were 
shooting the new baby in the other tank, there he was, slap- 
ping away against the glass,” said Aquarium spokeswoman 
Fran Hackett, referring to Ayveq’s famous technique. 

This was a great relief to me, given that this newspaper 
See WALRUS on page 3 


Slave Theater unchained! 


Could be sold to pay judge's 'debts' 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Slave Theater — a half-cen- 
tury-old Bedford-Stuyvesant insti- 
tution where generations of kids 
saw their first movies and A1 
Sharpton held rallies — may soon 
be put up for sale, thanks to the 
county’s epic mismanagement of 
former Civil Court Judge John 
Phillips’s dwindling estate. 

Phillips — placed in the care of 
court-appointed guardians in 2001, 
ostensibly to protect his considerable 
assets — now owes more than $1 
million in taxes to the Internal Rev- 
enue Service, according to Phillips’s 
latest guardian, John Cahill. Cahill 
now intends to sell as many of 
Phillips’s three remaining properties 
to repay the government. He said a 
sale of the Slave Theater would be a 


last recourse. 

Bedford-Stuyvesant neighbors say 
the loss of the Slave Theater — 
which the local Community Board 
recommended be landmarked in June 
— would be a tragedy. 

“It’s one of the neighborhood’s in- 
stitutions,” said Councilman A1 Vann 
(D-Bedford-Stuyvesant), who, as a 
boy, watched black-and-white films 
there. 

Hardy Joe Long, owner of Bird- 
el’s Records and president of the Ful- 
ton-Nostrand United Merchants As- 
sociation, agreed. 

“It should have landmarked status, 
because of the mere longevity it’s 
been in the community,” said Long, 
who has frequented the theater, on 
Fulton Street and Bedford Avenue, 
since he began watching films there 
in the 1960s and ’70s. 

Phillips bought the property, then 


called the Regal Theater, in the 
1980s. In the 1990s, it became home 
to black pride rallies led by Alton 
Maddox and Sharpton. 

“It was a stronghold where we 
could come together and voice our 
opinions,” said Dee Woodbum, a 
Phillips supporter. “It’s very signifi- 
cant to the black community.” 

Since 1998, it has been shuttered. 
Phillips reportedly had stopped pay- 
ing taxes on the property even before 
he was declared incompetent and his 
estate turned over to court-appointed 
guardians. Those guardians let the 
theater fall into further disrepair and 
some pillaged the rest of Phillips’s 
estate. 

This whole sad saga might never 
have been written had the office of 
District Attorney Charles Hynes not 
See SLAVE on page 6 



Judge John Phillips in front of the Slave 


Boxers trade ring for rings 



Boxers Keisher McLeod and Darryl 
Wells will be married next week. 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

So many marriages today are filled 
with fights. But that’s exactly how 
Darryl Wells and Keisher McLeod 

They’re boxers, you see — and on 
Oct. 14, they’ll lace on the gloves and 
get married in the ring at Gleason’s 
Gym, the legendary DUMBO sweat- 
shop where they both train. 

But all that negative symbolism does- 


n’t worry these hard-punching lovers. 

“You pick and choose your fights in a 
relationship,” Wells said. “There’s al- 
ways a chance to take the high road be- 
fore a disagreement escalates into a full- 
blown fight. We rarely fight. We 
compromise.” 

Wells and McLeod are getting mar- 
ried in the squared circle, but the couple 
didn’t first connect as pugilists — their 
mutual love for expensive shoes drew 
them together first. 

The 35-year-old Wells, who started 


boxing as a teenager in Virginia, was 
running a fashion consulting business 
when he met his lifelong sparring part- 

He showed one of McLeod’s friends 
a $430 pair of brown Chanel clogs, but 
they didn’t fit. Not wanting to see such 
a fashionable set of footwear go to a 
stranger, the friend referred Wells to 
McLeod — and the shoes fit. 

“It’s a Cinderella story, sort of,” 
See BOXERS on page 3 
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An enchanting new musical 

Sunday, October 21 , 2007 at 3pm 
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Yard party 

Today's "Party for the 
People" combines a free 
concert featuring mem- 
bers of Dead Prez as 
well at Blitz the Ambas- 
sador (pictured), with 


you live someplace this 


C'mon in 

With 40-plus sites in 
Brooklyn, the fifth annual 
Open House New York 
tour will give you a 
chance to see the bor- 
ough like never before. 
Get the lowdown on a 
working blacksmith's 
shop, a Carroll Gardens 
row house and Prospect 
Park's Soldiers and 
Sailors Memorial Arch 

others. Being nosy was 
never so much fun. 


St, between Bond and Nevins 
streets in Gowanus). Free. For 
all (917) 623-4388 




Join the Club 

He might live in Williams- 
burg, but Zach Condon 
performs under the name 
Beirut. And today you 

record, "The Flying Club 
Cup," full of the unusual 
stringed instruments and 
quirky songs that have 
put his shows at the top 
of the local record nerd's 

"The Flying Club Cup" will be 

(218 Bedford Ave., at North 
Fifth Street in Williamsburg). 
For information, visit 
www.beirutband.com 


October 1 0 

A define 
time 

Trivia nights are old hat 
and even adult spelling 
bees have become passe, 
so tonight Christine Ono- 
rati, Greenpoint's first 
lady of letters, will host a 
"Define-a-thon" at her 
Word bookstore. Contes- 
tants will be competing 


« 


FRIDAY 

October 1 2 


receiving 
not only 
glory but 
prizes from 
American 
Heritage 

Word gift certifi- 



7:30 pm at Word (126 Franklin 
St, at Milton Street in 
Greenpoint). Free. For informa- 
tion, call (718) 383-0096 or visit 
wordbrooklyn.wordpress.com. 


pain, tonight's Old New 
Orleans Rum tasting at 
LeNell's seems an appro- 
priate choice. The spirit 
has come along way 
since you last mixed it 
with cola, so drop by 
and get reacquainted. 

7 pm at LeNell's (416 Van 
Brunt St., at Coffey Street in 

tion, call (718) 360-0838. 


NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 

Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 



CIVIC CALENDAR 

SSisHSs 

—rir 


the exhibition "Infinite Island: Contemporary 
Caribbean Art." Highlights include: writer 
Elizabeth Nunez reads from her novel 
"Prospero's Daughter" (6 pm to 7 pm); 
Inspirit Dance Company performs (6:30 

play (6:30 pm to 8:30 pm); violinist and 
BAM Next Wave Festival artist Daniel Ber- 
r , < ; i c Roj nci ; j.-Iuim-s :^;30 ; -iri; 3/ jvi 
Cinematek presents "One Love" (2003); 10- 
piece band Charanga Soleil plays Cuban, 

pm).^AIso, for the first time, event features 

show how the museum looks through their 

eyes by shooting a c ~- 1 ~ 

1 ,diaitc 


JreeligSiefor prizes 

pm. 200 Eastern Pkwy. (718) 636-5000. 
BLESSING OF ANIMALS: Woofs 'n' Whisl 
the Urban Dog and Cat Retreat host a 


phone. 


Show Starring Us: Family Video Workshop." 

9 am to noon. Park Slope YWCA, 357 Ninth 
St. (718) 768-7100, ext. 115. Free. 

RUMMAGE SALE: Bargains include house wares, 
linens, clothing, jewelry, books, toys and more. 

10 am to 4 pm. Flatbush Reformed Church, 
Flatbush and Church avenues. (718) 284-5140. 

GIFT SALE: Brooklyn Fair Trade hosts its first 

nic gifts, international music CDs and 
organic gourmet coffee. 10 am to 6 pm. 
Postmark Cafe, 326 Sixth St. (off Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope). (646) 942-4710. 

ART SHOW: Brooklyn Waterfront Artists Coa- 
lition presents "Narratives," a group art 
show. Over 200 artists present over 1,000 
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Island paradise 

GAP gets bigger pedestrian safety zones 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The city started work last 
week on a master plan that 
could transform the dizzying 
chaos of Grand Army Plaza into 
a well-engineered traffic circle 
worthy of Western Europe, by 
taking 11,000 square feet of 
street space and giving it to 
pedestrians and cyclists. 

The “Big Dig” was cheered 
by traffic activists as “a great 
first step in the right direction.” 
“The changes are really indica- 
tive of how much the Department 
of Transportation itself has 
changed since Janette Sadik- 
Khan came in as commissioner,” 


said Aaron Naparstek, a member 
of the Grand Army Plaza Coali- 
tion, which has lobbied — and is 
still lobbying — for a more radi- 
cal transformation of the so-called 
“Circle of Death.” 

At Grand Army Plaza, the 
main entrance to Prospect Park, 
cars from nine roads converge 
and then move in a counter- 
clockwise direction. 

That’s all well and good for 
drivers, but activists have long 
complained that the crosswalks 
are illogically oriented and un- 
necessarily dangerous, while 
riding a bike through the mad- 
ness is akin to playing Russian 
Roulette. 


The Department of Transporta- 
tion, under the new leadership of 
Sadik-Khan, who replaced less- 
popular Commissioner Iris Wein- 
shall earlier this year, has heeded 
the activists’ suggestions, even 
going so far as to hire Chris 
Hrones, one of the biggest agita- 
tors, as her Downtown Brooklyn 
Coordinator. 

And at Monday’s press confer- 
ence, she shared the stage with 
GAPCO head Robert Witherwax. 

As part of DOT’S new 
$400,00 plan, which should be 
completed by Thanksgiving, the 
city will build three large, land- 
scaped pedestrian islands, five 
crosswalks, 10 new pedestrian 



signals, and a protected bike path. 

Meanwhile, drivers entering 
the plaza from westbound East- 
ern Parkway will have to make 
do with two lanes instead of 
three, and a dedicated right turn 
lane will be added to Prospect 
Park Drive for those vehicles 
turning onto Eastern Parkway or 
Flatbush Avenue . 


GAPCO has a far more radical 
vision for the Plaza — one in- 
cludes getting rid of rush-hour 
traffic through the park, elimi- 
nating the roadway that con- 
nects Union Street to Eastern 
Parkway, making Prospect Park 
West and the part of Flatbush 
Avenue that runs through the 
circle into two-way streets. 


“This new construction will 
provide a separated bike lane and 
safe crossing connections so that 
cyclists and pedestrians can easi- 
ly access the arch, the fountain 
and the neighborhoods around 
the plaza,” said Sadik-Khan. 

Naparstek effusively praised 
Sadik-Khan, though he cau- 
tioned that more work remains. 



Work has begun on installing new traffic islands within the 
maze of Grand Army Plaza. At left, a rendering of the plans 


That vision just won the or- 
ganization an award from the 
Design Trust for Public Spaces. 

“There are still a lot of prob- 
lems, and GAPCO is still build- 
ing community consensus and 
working towards a longer-term 
vision,” said Naparstek. 

But with GAPCO ’s man in 
DOT, that vision has a better 


chance of success. 

After all, when former GAP- 
CO coordinator Hrones arrived 
for his first day of work at the 
Department of Transportation, 
there was a letter on his desk 
urging a radical transformation 
of Grand Army Plaza. 

He had written it to his prede- 
cessor days before taking office. 


BOXERS... 

Continued from page 1 
McLeod said. 

Neither knew that the other was a boxer when Wells put the 
proverbial glass slipper on McLeod’s foot. 

“When he came to my place with the shoes, he saw all my tro- 
phies and medals, but he thought they were my roommate’s,” said 
McLeod. “It wasn’t until later, when we started spending more time 
together, that he made the connection. 

“When we started talking about boxing, we were amazed at how 
much we had in common,” said McLeod 30, who is a three-time Golden 
Glove champion, a three-time Empire State Champion and a Ringside’s 
World Champion. ‘We were like, ‘Our lives are exactly the same.’” 

Well, not exactly the same. McLeod works in the office at Glea- 




Travel to the Hamptons and Long Island's 
Wine Country with Hampton Jitney 


I To East End* a 


nan Plaza East & West 



4) Prospect Park West & 2nd St. ■ At b 

5) 9th St. & 4th Ave. - Bus stop in front of St. Thomas Aquinas Church (249 9th Street) 
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Bring this ad for 25% OFF all your garden needs! 


• All Trees & Shrubs • Tropical Plants • Teak Furniture 
• Pottery & Planters • Garden Accessories 

Chelsea Garden Center 

444 Van Brunt St., Red Hook • 718 875-2100 

Adjacent to Fairway Market 
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Kids' Petting Zoo 

Saturday, Oct. 13 th • 1 till 5 PM 

Rain Date: Sunday, Oct. 14 th 


Mon - Sat 9-6 • Sun 10-6 

Sign up for special sales at: www.chelseagardencenter.com 
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Boxing couple Darryl Wells and Keisher McLeod spar before 
the real sparring begins — after their wedding later this month. 

son’s, in addition to training there. The idea for a boxing-themed 
wedding came when she asked her boss, gym owner Bruce Silver- 
glade, for a day off so she and Wells could elope. 

Silverglade refused: He wanted to host the wedding at the gym. 

“I’ve had all kinds of parties and celebrations here, including a 
bar mitzvah, but I’ve never had a wedding until now,” Silverglade 

And unlike most fights, this one will go the distance, said a 

“I’ve seen a lot of boxing couples, and they are perfect together,” 
said the boxers’ coach, Lee Shabaka. “They compliment each other 
very well and he gives her incredible support, which is important.” 

In the ring, and out. 


WALRUS... 

Continued from page 1 

once called Ayveq one of the singular tourist attractions in the world 
(and not because of his dreamy red eyes, mind you!). 

For years, I pestered Hackett to reveal to me (exclusively, of 
course!) the very moment when Ayveq got past that ultimate adoles- 
cent hump (no pun intended) and finally found a female worthy of 
his libido. 

Hackett kept putting me off (she had apparently promised the ex- 
clusive to Walrus World magazine — those bastards!), so when she 
called me with the big birth announcement, I knew something was 
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CHINESE SUCCESS 
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Effective Treatments for: 

• Pain Management (Neck, Shoulders 
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718-788-2372 

Open 7 Days A Week 
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457 7th Ave., 

Brooklyn, NY 11215 



Frequently, Ayveq dodged our questions. 


up (very up in Ayveq ’s case): He was the father! 

And not a good one. Even as Kulu nursed and bonded her new 
baby, Ayveq was in the tank — and bedding down — with Nuka, a 
25-year-old cow with seductively wide flanks and bedroom 
whiskers. 

Could it be that Ayveq had finally abandoned his self-love ways? 

“No,” said the Aquarium’s senior keeper Jo Basinger. “He’s only 
13, so he’s often too annoying to her for her to even deal with him.” 

Annoying? 

“His constant attempts to breed, you know,” Basinger said (oh, I 
know all about annoying females through over-aggressive courtship 
rituals — believe me, I know). 

“When he gets that way, she just steers clear of him.” 

So that’s when he takes matters into his own fins, right? Not exactly. 

“Oh, he does that whenever,” Basinger said. “It has nothing to do 
with whether he’s mating or not.” 

This was not only big news to fans of walrus wanking, but of 
anyone looking for solace about his own limited parenting skills. 

“You have nothing to worry about,” Hackett told me, referring to 
how Ayveq will never even come in contact with his son (despite 
their vast age difference, he’d consider him competition for the fe- 
males). And if they had mated in the wild, Ayveq would have aban- 
doned Kulu months before the child was even bom (where are the 
family values politicians in the walrus world, I ask you?). 

But the spirit of Ayveq lives on in his still-unnamed newborn. An 
Aquarium source told me that the tot has already discovered 
Ayveq’s secret pleasure spot and has started to entertain himself, 
even though he’s just three-and-a-half-months old. 

Like father, like son. 

The Today show is running a contest to name Kulu and Ayveq's 
lovechild. Goto http://today.msnbc.msn.com/id/20960174before 
Oct. 10 to enter. 
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COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 
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Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry 
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I I /i | • web cams - watch your dog play 

\ II' curbside pick up and drop off 

»/ I ■ air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

I I • individual attention 
I I ' multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

1/ ]2J DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


Pepper spray is cover for heist 


By Harry Cheadle 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


A group of three thugs stole 
$7,500 worth of designer jack- 
ets from a Washington Avenue 
clothing boutique after using 
pepper spray to create a diver- 
sion on Sept. 24. 

The perps entered the store, 
which is between Flushing and 
Park avenues, at 4 pm and one 
pulled out a can of pepper spray 
and doused the customers and 
the sales clerk. The hoodlums 


POLICE BLOTTER 



took advantage of the chaos and 
stripped the racks of jackets that 
are worth $200-$300 each. 

The victims were able to clear 
their eyes in time to see the rob- 
bers, loaded up with the jackets, 
get into a green van and drive 
away. They took 28 Tme Religion 
jackets and six APC jackets, mer- 
chandise worth a total of $7,450. 

Rough rob 

Two men assaulted and 
robbed a woman walking home 
early on Sept. 28, hitting her 
with a beer bottle and breaking 
her necklace, cops said. 

The woman was walking on 
Pacific Street near Boerum Place 
at 1 am when two men came 
from behind her and threatened, 
“Give me your money, b— h.” 

They didn’t wait for an answer, 
but struck her on the arm with an 
empty beer bottle, shattering it. 
They also tore her necklace off her 
neck and rifled through her pock- 
ets, stealing the $150 she had be- 
fore fleeing on foot. 

Family affair 

A family of four walking 


bushed by a trio of muggers on 
Sept. 29, and one of the children 
was punched and knocked down. 

The mother, father and two 
daughters were on the comer of 
Sands and Jay streets when the 
three perps — one a sizable 6- 
foot-2, 220 pounds — surround- 
ed them and demanded money. 

They targeted the older girl, 
who is in high school, punching 
her and stripping her of her back- 
pack. The rest of the family appar- 
ently didn’t suffer any injuries. 

The thieves got away with the 
bag containing $50, a Metrocard, 
and SAT preparation books. 

Duane robbed 

A popular chain drag store on 
Court Street was robbed of 
$3,000 worth of medicine on 
Sept. 25 after a thief sneaked in 
through the security door. 

The pharmacy was closed for 
the night, but the perp somehow 
got in through the security gate 
at around 8:30 pm. He took dia- 
betic supplies and medication 
worth $3,000 and escaped with- 
out being seen. 

There is a security tape of the 
store that has yet to be reviewed. 

Stoplift 

Here’s an idea: if you’re go- 
ing to try to shoplift $2,000 from 
a discount department store, 
leave the drugs at home. 

That wasn’t what a 22-year-old 


THE MET IS OPEN ON COLUMBUS DAY 

MET HOLIDAY MONDAYS sponsored by Bloomberg 


THE AGE OF REMBRANDT 

DUTCH PAINTINGS IN THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART 



THROUGH JAN 6 

"Breathtaking 
scope and depth" 

-A New York Times 

"Sumptuous" 

— Wall Street Journal 


EVENINGS AT THE MET / 
EVERY FRI& SAT TIL 9 


TUT EVERY FRI& SAT TIL 9 


perp did on Sept. 24, when he was 
caught shoplifting from a Fulton 
Mall department store near Gal- 
latin Place. He entered the store 
around 8 pm and gathered $2,000 
from the racks and shelves, attract- 
ing the attention of store workers, 
who alerted the cops. The cops ar- 
rested the young man as he tried to 
walk out of the store without pay- 
ing, records show. 

He was also carrying a small 
Ziploc bag of marijuana, leading 
to a drag charge, too. 

Fainting spell 

A woman fainted in a subway 
station early on the morning of 
Sept. 29, and an opportunist stole 
her from her purse. 

The woman was waiting on 
the platform for the G train at the 
Hoyt-Schermerhom station at 3 
am when she felt lightheaded 
and collapsed. 

When she woke up, her bag 
had disappeared, along with $40, 
her Samsung cellphone, and her 
Fashion Institute of Technology 
ID card. 

Delinquents 

A pair of teens stole a 
woman’s cellphone in a subway 
station on Sept. 27 after she 
asked them nicely to move. 

The 53-year-old woman was 
walking down the stairs to the 
station on Joralemon and Court 
streets when the two teens — 
one a hefty 5-foot-6, 200 
pounds, the other a skinny 5- 
foot-10, 160 pounds — blocked 
her way, cops said. 

She asked them to please 
move and they complied, but 
they followed her down to the 
gate, where they snatched her 
Blackberry and ran off. 

Grab and dash 

A pair of thieves didn’t have 
much technique, but they man- 
aged to steal $2,000 worth of 
cellphones from a Fulton Street 
store on Sept. 28. 

The duo walked into the cell- 
phone store near Hanover Place 
around 6:30 pm. According to 
witnesses, they wasted no time 
making threats, merely snatching 
four phones off of the display 
counter and booking it out of the 
store and down the street. 

The phones stolen included a 
$900 Blackberry and an appro- 
priately-named T-Mobile Dash. 


Gimme the car 

Two hoodlums stole a man’s 
keys and his brother-in-law’s car 
after an early morning holdup on 
Sept. 30. 

The man was standing outside 
his building, on Classon Avenue 
between Myrtle and Park avenues, 
at 4:30 am when two teens ap- 
proached him. One of the hoods, 
dressed in a bright blue jogging 
jacket, pulled out a gun and or- 
dered, “Give me your keys.” 

The man complied, and the 
pair took off in the green 1997 
Chevrolet Venture to which the 
the keys belonged — actually 
the victim’s brother-in-law. 

Garbage time 

Someone broke a window 
early on Sept. 28, perhaps after 
watching “Do the Right Thing” a 
few too many times. 

The unknown perp recreated 
the famous moment when Spike 
Lee throws the garbage can 
through Sal’s front window at 
around 3 am, near the intersection 
of Grand and Greene avenues. Ap- 
parendy the vandal couldn’t find a 
trash can, so he used a garbage 
bag, heaving it through the win- 
dow of a local business. 

The owner claimed the man 
had long dreadlocks and said 
that replacing the window would 

Street fight 

A mugger got away with a 
man’s cellphone, but lost his gun 
after his victim fought back on 
Sept. 30. 

The 23-year-old victim was 
walking on Washington Avenue 
near DeKalb Avenue around 4 
pm when the perp approached 
from behind and demanded, 
“Empty your pockets!” 

The victim responded by 
punching the perp, who pulled 
out a silver revolver, pointed it at 
the man, and pulled the trigger. 
Fortunately, the gun misfired, 
and the two men started to strag- 
gle. The perp pistol-whipped the 
victim in the face and grabbed 
his cellphone, but dropped his 
gun in the fight. 

In an odd twist, a third man, 
who was apparently nearby on 
the sidewalk, grabbed the gun 
and ran off with it. The mugger 
fled on DeKalb with his newly 
acquired phone, and the victim 
was taken to Brooklyn Hospital 
for his head injury, cops said. 

Night marauder 

A bike-riding perp snatched a 
woman’s purse as she was walk- 
ing home along Lafayette Av- 
enue at midnight on Sept. 29. 

The 22-year-old victim was 
nearing Cumberland Street when 
she heard the bike behind her 
and turned to see a 6-foot, 160- 
pound man riding towards her. 

“I’m gonna take your purse!” 
he said before doing just that as 
he rode pass. 

The bag contained $30, a 
cellphone, and credit cards. 

Crockery crook 

A thief who apparendy needed 
some cooking equipment stole 
$200 worth of pots and pans from 
a woman’s car on Sept. 28. 

The car was parked on Irving 
Place, between Putnam and 



THE11TH ANNUAL 
EILEEN C. DUGAN MEMORIAL 
FUN RUN/ WALK 


Sunday, October 7 

10:00 am Rain or Shine 
Length of run is 5K (3.1 miles) 
Starting Line at 4th Place 
and Court Street, 

Carroll Gardens, Brooklyn 

For additional race 
information or to volunteer 
Please call (718)243-9301 
Monday - Friday, 9 am to 5 pm 

Day of Race Registration: 

Sunday, October 7, 8 - 9:30 am 

Awards Ceremony immediately 
following the Fun Run / Walk 


Proceeds benefit: 

Circle of Hope Cancer Foundation 
Race coordinated and directed by: 
Brooklyn Road Runners Club 

Sponsored by: 

Sovereign Bank 
PJ Hanley's Tavern 
Co-sponsored by: 

Carroll Gardens Association, Inc. 
D'Amico Foods 
and GCCDC 


gCCDC 


Featuring: 
Japanese, 
Chinese, 
and Thai 



78 Clark Street at Henry St. 
Brooklyn Heights 
(718) 625-9893 

OPEN 7 DAYS: 1 lam-1 1pm 


Fast, Free Delivery to: 
Irooklyn Heights, Carroll Gardens, 
DUMBO, Metrotech, Cobble Hill 
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PARK SLOPE 

191 15TH ST. BROOKLYN 
T:71 8.965.6200 
OPEN 24HRS 


BAY RIDGE 

9215 4TH AVE. BROOKLYN 
T:71 8.238.9400 
OPEN 24HRS 


www. harborfitness.com 


Good at any location. 


The err of our ways 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Last week’s article about a prematurely unearthed time capsule 
suggested that local activist Peter Killen was against the idea of re- 
burying it on private property (“Capsule unearthed 46 years early,” 
Sept. 29). The comment was actually made by Councilman Vince 
Gentile (D-Bay Ridge). Killen is actually in talks with the new 
owner of the former Bay Ridge Funeral Home site, where the time 
capsule was originally buried, in hopes of a reburial. The Brooklyn 
Paper regrets the error. 

Also, our story about Councilman Domenic Recchia’s challenge to 
incumbent Rep. Vito Fossella (“Recchia seeks Fossella’s seat, but he’d 
have to move to get it”) inaccurately said that Recchia, who lives out- 
side the district he hopes to represent, would have to move if elected. 
That is not the case. Members of the House of Representatives need 
only live in the stale in which their district sits, not in the district itself. 
The Brooklyn Paper regrets the error. 


DUMBO paints 

Dondi the elephant was the main attraction at the DUMBO 
arts festival last weekend. He entertained crowds by paint- 
ing, eating whole watermelons andO tossing hula-hoops. 


v Brooklyn’s Best ^ ATM bounce at check-cash store 

HOTEL 

Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All Amenities 
Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet 
Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants 


By Matthew Lysiak 
and Michael Giardina 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Talk about excessive fees. 
The general manager of a 
Bay Ridge Avenue check-cash- 
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3218 Emmons Ave. Bklyn, ny sheepshead bay 

(betw. Coyle & Bragg) E-mail: GM.NY275@choicehotels.com 

^ Fax (718) 368-3963 Tel: (718) 368-3334 ^ 


Loose Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 

have the "Mini-Implant System” placed in 

less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your 

favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 

on ABC & Fox News 


• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans available and Insurance coverage) 

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant. > * 


,pl Tilrifc 


*ONLY $495 
FOR DENTURE! 

Limited Time Offer 

"with a puchase of MDI 


Mission Statement 


WE ARE THE BEST 
PART OF YOUR DAY, 

rurniin nif 


posed to be holding $13,580, 
was empty. 

The technician told cops that 
the cash machine was full and Qac CIUZzIgI'S 
locked when he left it at the „ , y. , , 

Two workers at a Fourth Av- 
enue gas station were supposed 
to work the graveyard shift on 
Sept. 25, but instead plundered 
$13,056, cops said. 

The alleged crime was dis- 
covered when another employ- 
ee came to relieve the workers 
at 7 am, but instead found the 
gas station, which is near 91st 
Street, closed and the valuables 
missing, according to cops. 

Cops said that video surveil- 
lance shows the two perps mak- 
ing off with bags holding mon- 
ey orders, cigarettes, and 
$5,000 worth of lottery tickets 

The police have the names 
and cellphone numbers of the 
two employees and expect to 
nab the crooks shortly. 

Credit swipe 

A 49-year-old woman says 
someone used her credit card 
number to purchase expensive 
computer supplies on Sept. 27. 

The victim told cops that she 
never lost her American Ex- 
press card, but that someone 
had stolen her card number and 
used it to buy $6,281 in fancy 
electronics at the Apple store in 
Manhattan. 

Cops were able to trace the 
computer’s serial number and 
obtain a copy of the receipt. 

Apartment rob 

A woman’s Shore Road 
apartment was burglarized 
while she was taking an after- 
noon stroll on Sept. 27. 

The 32-year-old returned to 
her apartment, which is near 
96th Street, at around 2 pm. 
She found a rear bedroom win- 
dow open and her jewelry, 
which included gold rings and 
bracelets, gone. 


Transit nap 

A man had his wallet literal- 
ly cut out of his pants as he was 
sleeping on a Coney Island- 
bound N train on Sept. 30. 

The victim awoke at the 
Kings Highway stop at around 
5 am after a long nap following 
a hard night of drinking. He 
discovered his front pants pock- 
et was cut and his wallet was 
gone. 

Thieves managed to swipe 
$25 , along with his credit and 
debit cards, without even wak- 
ing him, police said. 

Pizza problem 

Thieves broke in and robbed 
$10,000 from an 18th Avenue 
pizzeria overnight on Sept. 29. 

The eatery, which is near 
86th Street, was broken into at 
around 3 am, cops said. The 
thugs gained entry through a 
rear gate, and swiped the cash 
from a cabinet beneath the cash 


1 

Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718 - 833-6895 

461 77th St - Bay Ridge • 1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www. oraldentalcare. com 


cameras within the pizzeria, al- 
lowing the criminals a clean 
getaway. 

Afternoon rob 

A man was robbed by two 
thugs on Sept. 28 as he was 
walking home on 82nd Street. 

The 24-year-old was near 
Bay Parkway at around 3:20 
pm, when the tag team ap- 
proached him. One of the thugs 
pulled out a knife and said, “If 
you don’t give me the money, 
I’m going to stab you.” 

Next, the victim was sucker- 
punched by the other perp, and 
he fell to the ground. The duo 
rifled through his pockets, steal- 
ing $150, along with his cell- 
phone and his jewelry, police 

Unfortunately, the victim 
was unable to get a good look 
at the perps’ faces, but he did 
watch them run down Bay 
Parkway 

Gym swipe 

The gym swipe, a regular 
feature on our weekly crime 
page, is back after a two-week 
hiatus — and this time, a man 
had his cash, and jewelry stolen 
out of his locker at an 86th 
street health club on Sept. 28. 

The member was working 
out at the gym, which is near 
19th Avenue, at around 7:15 
pm. After a long workout and 
shower, the victim returned to 
his locker and realized that he 
had locked his key inside the 
locker. When the management 
clipped the lock, he discovered 
his property was missing. 

The perps had stolen $170, 
along with credit cards and jew- 
elry, police said. 

Purse grab 

A woman had her purse 
snatched as she was walking up 
the driveway to her 83rd Street 
home on Sept. 27. 

The 60-year-old woman was 
approaching her home, which is 
near 23rd Avenue, at around 
3:20 pm, when the thug rushed 
her from behind. 

The woman struggled initial- 
ly, but was thrown to the 
ground as he ripped the bag 
from her. He ran off with the 
pocketbook, which had $12, 
along with her credit and debit 
cards, police said. 

The victim’s problems didn’t 
end there: the thug managed to 
charge $136 before she could 
cancel the cards. 

City scam 

Two thugs impersonating 
city workers gained entry to a 
man’s 66th Street apartment to 
fix a water leak, but swiped his 
cash and credit cards instead on 
Sept. 25. 

The 37-year-old let the 
scammers inside his apartment, 
which is near 17th Avenue, at 
around 9 am. 

The victim, who doesn’t 
speak English, let the thugs in 
without seeing proper identifi- 
cation. One stayed behind to 
distract the victim while the 
other wandered to the bedroom 
and swiped the goods. 

After they left, the victim no- 
ticed his dresser drawers were 
open and $800 and credit and 
debit cards missing, police said. 
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DNA on cup fingers drugstore cowboy 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Police tracked down and arrested a New Jer- 
sey man on Sunday for a bungled robbery he al- 
legedly committed thanks to DNA evidence 
they collected from a coffee cup he’d left behind 
in the 2006 crim e . 


Cops say that the suspect, 47, entered the Du- 
ane Reade drugstore at the comer of Flatbush and 
Seventh avenues at around 10:20 am on Nov. 16, 
2006, bought a pack of Newports and asked the 
cashier where to find the Advil. 

When he came back to the register, the man al- 
legedly showed off a gun tucked into his waist- 
band and said, “I have a gun, open the register and 


give me the money.” 

The cashier panicked and told him she couldn’t 
open the register without the keys unless he 
bought something else, cops said. 

The would-be bandit then offered to buy anoth- 
er pack of cigarettes, but said he only had five dol- 

After a little more back and forth, the suspect 


fled, but left the donut shop coffee cup on the 

Cops had arrested a man days after the robbery, 
but they now believe that he was wrong man. 

Detectives say they matched the DNA on the 
cup to that of the new suspect, whose DNA was 
on file with law enforcement agencies because of 




Wednesday, October 10th, 7:30 PM 
267 Seventh Avenue at Sixth Street 
Park Slope (718) 832-9066 

In this compelling collection, the author of the best- 
selling PostSecret series (The Secret Lives of Men and, 
Women) shares the fears, desires, and confessions 
mailed to him by people from all walks of life, aged 
8 to 8o, and featured on his award-winning blog, 
www.PostSecret.com. 
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Events 


Delia Ephron 

Frannie in Pieces 

READING / BOOK SIGNING 

Thursday, October 11th, 3:30 PM 
267 Seventh Avenue at Sixth Street 
Park Slope (718) 832-9066 

A 15 -year- old girl discovers a magical way to 
reconnect with her dead father when she puts 
together a jigsaw puzzle she found in his house in 
this heartwarming novel for young adults from 
the screenwriter (The Sisterhood of the Traveling 
Pants) and author (Big City Eyes). 


Get more info and get to know your favorite writers at www. bn. com/writers 
All events subject to change, so please contact the store to confirm. 
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BOOKSELLERS 

www.bn.com 
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BOOKSELLERS 
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Bar-gument 
leads to his 
late-night 
lock-up 

By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A surly bar patron was arrested on Sept. 27 after he al- 
legedly beat up a bartender and smashed a window at the 
Excelsior tavern on Fifth Avenue. 

The 37-year-old patron was arguing with another cus- 
tomer at around 3:15 am when the bartender asked him to 

Cops say the man turned even more belligerent, punching 
and kicking the bartender before going outside and tossing 
the metal cigarette bucket through the plate glass window. 
But he didn’t get far. 

Cops caught up with him at the comer of Fifth Avenue 
and Garfield Place, where he resisted arrest and assaulted a 
cop with a piece of wood, according to the arrest report. 

The suspect was also charged with criminal mischief and 
menacing. 

Card carrying 

A Seventh Avenue resident returned home from a night 
of drinking in Manhattan to realize that he had another per- 
son’s credit card in his wallet — and soon discovered that 
someone else was using his card to go on a $2,000 spend- 
ing spree. 

The 37-year-old victim told cops that the card switcheroo 
must have happened when he was out on the town on Sept. 
22 . 

He noticed the card crisis when he got a call from his 
credit card company telling him about $1 ,952 in suspicious 
charges. That’s when he went to the 78th Precinct station- 
house to report the case. 

One that got away 

A thief broke through the back window of a popular Fifth 
Avenue fish shop on Sept. 24 and made off with $20 from 
the cash register. 

No fish were reported stolen from the store, which is be- 
tween 11th and 12th streets. 

Home invasion foiled 

A would-be thief was arrested after trying to break into an 
occupied Ninth Street apartment, cops said. 

The 52-year-old tried to enter the apartment, which is be- 
tween Seventh and Eighth avenues, from the fire escape on 
Sept. 26 only to find the tenant inside. 

The resident called cops, who quickly made the collar. 

Teenhunt 

Police are looking for two teenage boys who robbed a 28- 
year-old woman early on Sept. 30. 

The victim told cops she got off the R train at Fourth Av- 
enue, but was confronted by two young men at the comer of 
Seventh Avenue and Seventh Street. 

One of the robbers pushed her to the ground and snatched 
her pocketbook, which held her wallet, driver’s license, her 
bank and credit cards, her cellphone and $20. 

The boys then ran, jumped in a white van and sped off, 
headed towards Sixth Avenue. 

Inside job 

A Ninth Street lawyer will press charges against his secre- 
tary for allegedly stealing a $3,500 Mont Blanc wristwatch 
and a $1 ,400 check from his office sometime between Sept. 
20 and Sept. 26. 

The 38-year-old attorney told police on that his assistant 
did the dead, but she was not immediately arrested. 

Hot for teacher’s stuff 

A teacher in a Seventh Avenue high school complex had 
$3,787 in camera equipment stolen from a locked cabinet in 
her classroom on Sept. 27, cops said. 

The 53-year-old victim said she was in and out of the 
classroom all day, but that she always locked the door and 
locked the cabinet after she put her six cameras, two lenses, 
memory cards and other equipment inside. 

Somehow, though, an evildoer managed to cut the lock on 
the cabinet and steal the equipment. 


New at Union Temple! 
Synaplex. Shabbat 

What’s a Synaplex Shabbat? 

It's a Shabbat filled with exciting choices 
and ways to celebrate Shabbat the way you want to. 

Friday, October 19 

Workweek Wind-Down 

6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Relax before the Shabbat service 
with a glass of red or white - or sparkling soda. 

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 


Friday Night Filmtime 

7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

Pizza and a movie: Bubbeh Lee and Me, 
an Emmy-nominated documentary about 
i Jewish grandmother and her gay grandson. 


Saturday, October 20 

Bagels & Study 

9:00 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 

The topic: Tikkun Olam: Repairing the World. 

Jewish Yoga 

9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

Ease your body, mind, and soul 
with yoga expert Chaya Grossbcrg. 

Shabbat Service 


Tot Shabbat in the Park 

11:15 a.m to 12:15 p.m 
Singing, dancing, and a little Hebrew 
Bring a picnic lunch, too 
Rain location: Union Temple 
Call Dina for details: 646-228-4151 



UNION TEMPLE 

17 Eastern Parkway 


718-638-7600 


www.uniontemple.org 

uniontemple@uniontemple.org 
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Deflated! Viagra maker pulls out of Brook! 
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we collect helps 
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111 Front Street 

5+5 Gallery I Brooklyn Arts Council I Henry Gregg Gallery 
I s.e.e.dgallery I Safe-T-Gallery I Wessel + O’Connor Fine Art I 
Underbridge Pictures I Nelson Hancock Gallery I Gloria Kennedy Gallery 
I GALLERY twenty-four I Sankaranka Galleryl I Flavors Gallery I and visit 
30 Washington Street d.u.m.b.o arts center 
92 Plymouth Street Smack Mellon Gallery 
37 Main Street The powerHouse Arena 


If Sid's Doesn't Have It, 
You Don't Need It! 


Celebrating Our 75th Anniversary! 

• 27,000 sq.ft. • Hardware • Licensed Locksmith 

Superstore • Holiday Decorations • Lumber Cut-to-size 

• Custom Orders • Home Center • Paint 

A SID'S HARDWARE 

Benjamin 345 j ay street 

MOlWr (Between Tillary & Willoughby Streets) 

_ Downtown Brooklyn 

(718) 875-2259 

■■■at wr tuii iitr Open 7 Days -- We Deliver 


SAVE 


lt% hip, it's hot, 
it's happening — 


and it's our beat! 


Keep reading the best coverage of 

WILLIAMSBURG, " 
BUSHWICK & GREENPOINT 

Every week at www.BrooklynPaper.com and in 


Brooklyn Heights-Downtown Edition • Carroll Gardens-Cobble Hill Edition • Fort Greene-Clinton Hill Edition 
Park Slope Edition • Williamsburg-Bushwick-Greenpoint Edition • Bay Ridge-Bensonhurst Edition 
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Thug mugs 
old lady 


90th Precinct 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A courteous man escorted 
an 81 -year-old lady to her 
Boerum Street home early Sat- 
urday evening, then grabbed 
her by the neck, snatched cash 
from her pocket, and ran away. 

The Sept. 30 robbery hap- 
pened at 5:30 pm, between Hum- 
boldt Street and Bushwick Av- 
enue. The elderly victim lost $80. 

Mac attack 

A Grand Street husband and 
dad got home from vacation to 
discover that he was short a 
computer. 

On Sept. 28, the 34-year-old 
man returned to his home, be- 
tween Berry Street and Bedford 
Avenue, and found his $1,500 
iMac notebook missing. He 
claims to have locked his doors, 
but there was no damage to in- 
dicate a break-in. 

Burglary rash 

Two tenants of a South 11th 
Street building returned to their 
apartments on the same floor to 
discover they’d been robbed of 
thousands of dollars worth of 
electronics. 

On Sept. 12, a 40-year-old 
woman returned from vacation 
to her apartment, between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue, and 
discovered that someone had 
taken her $250 iPod, her iPod 
cable and her $250 silver Sony 
digital camera. 

Her neighbor told police that 
she saw someone knocking on 
the door of a 25-year-old man 
on the same floor claiming he 
needed to inspect the gas meter. 

That neighbor, a 25-year-old 
man, returned to his apartment 
on Sept. 28 to find that he’d 
been robbed of his $ 1 ,800 iMac 
laptop, his $1,500 Dell laptop 
and his $300 Sony camera. 
Upon filing his police report, he 
brought up the same incident in- 
volving the suspicious gas-me- 
ter inspector. In neither case 
were there signs of forced entry. 


Phone filch 

A short man with a Caesar 
haircut punched a young woman 
in the face and stole her cell- 
phone on Sept. 28, cops said. 

The 22-year-old victim was 
at the comer of Manhattan Av- 
enue and Grand Street on 3:20 
pm when the man assaulted her. 
She said the phone was worth 
$500. 

Bodega binge 

Cops arrested a 42-year-old 
man for allegedly walking into 
a Grand Street bodega with an 
accomplice, one wielding a gun 
the other a large knife, striking 
an employee across the face, 
and walking out with $2,000 
and $300 worth of Newport cig- 
arettes on Sept. 29. 

The incident occurred at 3:55 
pm at bodega between Union 
Avenue and Lorimer Street, 
cops said. 

Dumpster dive 

Who would steal a Dump- 
ster? That’s what cops are ask- 
ing after a Metropolitan Avenue 
business discovered that seven 
Dumpsters had been removed 
from its yard last week. 

The absconded trash recepta- 
cles, worth a total of $28,000, 
include two 30-yard Dumpsters, 
three 20-yard Dumpsters, and 
two 20-yard Dumpsters. Those 
trash containers used to reside 
between Stewart and Gardner 

Home invasion 

The cops arrested a 34-year- 
old Manhattan Avenue resident 
hours after he and an accom- 
plice allegedly pushed their way 
into a neighbor’s home, wielded 
a black handgun, threatened to 
shoot the victims if they moved, 
then robbed them. 

During the 2:40 am, Sept. 28 
incident, the robbers made off 
with $340 in cash, a $300 check 
and a cellphone. The male vic- 
tim, 39, and the female victim, 
49, live between Leonard Street 
and Manhattan Avenue. The 
cops are still searching for the 
accomplice. 



Developers of the Domino Sugar site (above) are spending 
big on lobbyists. 


Sweetest deal for 
Domino lobbyists 

By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A development firm hoping to build nine luxury condo towers 
on the Wdliamsburg waterfront has paid lobbyists more than a 
half-million dollars to convince city officials to approve its plan. 

Over the past two years, Community Preservation Corporation 
paid the firm Herrick Feinstein at least $537,000 to prod the city to 
OK the zoning change necessary to build the $1 ,2-billion, 2,400-unit 
project on an 11 -acre Domino Sugar site currently set aside for man- 

The rezoning application is pending. 

Lloyd Kaplan, a spokesman for CPC, told The Brooklyn Paper 
that lobbying is “a necessary function of doing business with the 
city” for developers. 

“It’s as essential to development as a blueprint,” Kaplan said. “And 
what New York City calls lobbying, other places call lawyering. The 
city takes a very broad view on who has to register as a lobbyist. 

“Herrick Feinstein is doing legal work that relates to the rezoning 
and development process,” he added. “These are land-use lawyers 
who have the skills needed to navigate the complexmes of the city’s 
land-use policy. They’re not influence peddlers.” 

Perhaps, but Herrick Feinsten does boast on its Web site about 
how its “network of government contacts” helps secure “land-use 
permits” for clients. 

And New York Public Interest Research Group lawyer and 
spokesman Gene Russianoff says lobbyists often exploit connec- 
tions with the government offices they are paid to lobby. 

“It’s a sad fact of New York life that developers feel like they 
have to hire lobbyists to dot their i’s and cross their t’s on their pa- 
perwork, especially the ones that use their former connections with 
city government to influence decisions,” Russianoff said. “The com- 
munity, by contrast, often doesn’t have the resources or the connec- 
tions to hire lobbyists and it creates the feeling of a David and Go- 
liath situation.” 

Before its latest lobbying work, Herrick Feinstein helped grease 
the wheels for Muss Development’s 850-unit Oceana Condominium 
and Club in Brighton Beach, where two-bedroom condos start at 
$680,000 and three-bedroom penthouses go for as much as $1.9 
million. Muss shelled out more than $237,000 in lobbying fees to 
Herrick Feinstein from 2000-2005. 

Those lobbying figures pale by comparison to Forest City Ratner, 
which spent more than $2 million to lobby state and local officials 
to support the Atlantic Yards project in 2006, state records show. 
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OUR OPINION 


Park’s slippery slope 


R eaders of this week’s front-page story (“Parks Conservancy on 
hip-hop snub: It wasn’t us!”) will notice that the article corrects 
a couple of mistakes from last week’s report that a two-year- 
old hip-hop festival had been kicked out of Empire-Fulton Ferry 
State Park by the Brooklyn Bridge Park Conservancy. 

That article was wrong to suggest that the Conservancy has con- 
trol over the bookings at the state park. And it was wrong to suggest 
that the hip-hop festival had definitely been canceled (negotiations 
are ongoing, as we report this week). 

But though we got those details wrong, our story was right on its 
central issue: that the state’s condo, commercial and open-space de- 
velopment commonly called Brooklyn Bridge Park will never truly 
be the public park that its planners have promised. Once the decision 
was made to finance the upkeep of the “park” from the maintenance 
fees of the luxury tenants who live within its borders, all hope of cre- 
ating that much-touted “Central Park” for Brooklyn was lost. 

Brooklyn Bridge Park does not even exist yet, and we’re already 
seeing the tension between residents of the area around the park site 
and the activities that programmers want to put there. 

Hip-hop festival organizer Wes Jackson and the state Parks Region- 
al Director Rachel Gordon admitted as much this week. Both were in 
damage-control mode after we wrote that Jackson’s 2008 festival had 


been cancelled to make room for a Shakespeare production. 

Yet their spin revealed a great deal. Jackson, for example, put out 
a press release — a press release! — admitting that homeowners 
around the park “may not want to hear Tony Starks [ak.a. Ghostface 
Killah] outside their front window.” 

And even as she praised the festival, Gordon explained that she 
had serious problems with it. 

Thankfully, Brooklyn Bridge Park Conservancy Executive Direc- 
tor Marianna Koval is on the side of the festival. Then again, she has 
to be: With no actual “park” at this point, Koval’s job amounts to 
convincing the communities closest to the site — DUMBO, Brook- 
lyn Heights and Cobble Hill — that the future “Brooklyn Bridge 
Park” will be truly public, and not merely a waterfront playground 
for the well-heeled condo owners whose fees maintain it (Battery 
Park City anyone?). 

Koval is doing a good job of programming interesting, popular 
events and activities — but bigger public events, ones like the hip-hop 
festival that could truly make “Brooklyn Bridge Park” more akin to 
Central or Prospect parks — will continue to a create tension among 
people living around (and, as time goes by, inside) the park’s footprint. 

It raises the question: What will happen to events like this when 
those “insiders” are footing the bill? 


LETTERS 


Tish: Duffield St co-name 
could save historic homes 


To the editor, 

I’m concerned that your re- 
cent editorial got the purpose of 
the co-naming of Duffield Street 
as Abolitionist Place dead wrong 
(“Sad irony on Duffield,” Sept. 
22 ). 

It is my hope that by recog- 
nizing Duffield Street, Brook- 
lynites will continue to celebrate 
our ancestors, both black and 
white, who risked their lives to 
fight slavery. 

Also, I want to make it very 
clear that my office, and other 
offices of elected officials and 
community leaders, will not al- 
low Mayor Bloomberg to sim- 
ply make an empty symbolic 
gesture while it continues to 
pursue the condemnation of his- 

My criticism of the Bloom- 
berg Administration about its 
treatment of Duffield Street is 
well known, and I have filed an 
affidavit with the Supreme Court 
in support of Families United for 
Racial and Economic Equality, 
as well as homeowner Joy Cha- 
tel. 

Both my constituents and I 
object to development that de- 
prives future generations 
knowledge about our country’s 
involvement with the institution 
of slavery. 

I agree with The Brooklyn 
Paper that a museum on Duffield 
Street would serve in the best in- 
terests of all New Yorkers. Histo- 
ry does matter, and the real histo- 
ry of the Duffield Street homes 
must be told. 

I thank The Brooklyn Paper 
for highlighting the history of 
the Underground Railroad in 
Downtown Brooklyn, and for 
all The Paper does in fighting to 
protect the soul of Brooklyn 
against overdevelopment. 

Letitia James, Fort Greene 
The writer is a City Council- 

Editor's note: We're not sure why the 
Counciiwoman thinks our editorial 
was "dead wrong" when she ended up 
agreeing with all ils main points. 

To the editor, 

I’d still like the Long Island 
Expressway to be renamed for 
Harriet Tubman. I believe it is 
still available for naming. Think 
big. Don Wiss, Park Slope 

Eat your words! 

To the editor. 

Your obituary of “Brooklyn 
Eats” is premature (“Brooklyn 
Eats bites the dust,” Sept. 22). 
To the contrary, “Brooklyn 
Eats” is alive and well fed. 


For the last 10 years, the 
Brooklyn Chamber of Com- 
merce’s “Brooklyn Eats” initia- 
tive has been the premier event 
showcasing and promoting the 
borough’s best restaurants and 
up-and-coming eateries. The 
Chamber has no intention of 
discontinuing these efforts now. 

But, like any other economic 

its salt, the Chamber is making 
sure that “Brooklyn Eats” re- 
sponds to the needs of a chang- 
ing market and the dining public. 

The Chamber is working 
with our participant restaurants, 
supporters and sponsors to pres- 
ent “Brooklyn Eats” in the up- 
coming months. 

We hope The Brooklyn Pa- 
per will be there to cover it. 

Carl Hum, Downtown 
The writer is president and CEO 
of the Brooklyn Chamber of 
Commerce 

It’s a crime! 

To the editor, 

I was dismayed to read an ar- 
ticle in The Paper that mistaken- 
ly informed readers that drugs 
and drug-related crime have re- 
turned to Downtown Brooklyn 
(“Downtown faces chug woes,” 
Sept. 22). 

The piece’s inappropriate 
headline makes it appear as if 
crime has returned to Down- 
town, but in fact the direct op- 

Through a cooperative effort 
between the NYPD and the 
MetroTech Business Improve- 
ment District and the Fulton 
Mall Improvement Association, 
over the past 16 years, crime in 
Downtown Brooklyn has 
dropped more than 80 percent, 
as compared to 75 percent for 
that same period citywide. 

Michael Weiss, Downtown 

of the MetroTech Business Im- 
provement District and Fulton 

Mall Improvement Association 
Editor's note: The second sentence of 
the story to which Weiss refers called 
Downtown "a once-crime-ridden area 
that has seen massive decreases in vio- 

Poly wanna? 

To the editor, 

I think that Polytechnic and 
New York University should 
bond like crazy glue, quickly 
and forever (“Don’t do it! Poly 
alumni: Resist urge to merge,” 
Sept. 15). 

I have participated in both 
alumni conference calls regard- 


ing the merger and concluded 
that we alumni need to support 
it. Then I read in your paper that 
the Poly Alumni Association is 
opposed to it! This makes we 
feel violated by the people who 
are suppose to represent me. 
What audacity! 

It appears that regardless of 
the logic in President Jerry 
Hultin’s arguments for the 
merger, the Alumni Associa- 
tion’s position remains antago- 
nistic, selfish and illogical. I 
never thought these traits exist- 
ed in a Poly graduate. 

In today’s competitive envi- 
ronment, one has to made deci- 
sions quickly and take advantage 
of fleeting opportunities. Presi- 
dent Hultin is a hue visionary. 

Resisting the merger is not 
only ludicrous, it is futile. 

Ray Turner, Downtown 

Ooh, that smell 

To the editor, 

We read with dismay the re- 
cent article about the Newtown 
Creek Nature Walk (“Some- 
thing stinks — hey, it’s this 
park!” Sept. 22). 

Unfortunately, with the 
Greenpoint waterfront rezoning, 
waterfront properties are rapidly 
being priced out of our reach and 
it is only within these innovative 
mixed-use zones that long-time 
Greenpoint residents will gain 
access to the waterfront. 

The Newtown Creek Moni- 
toring Committee is likewise 
sickened by the recent odors and 
we have been aggressively pur- 
suing the Department of Envi- 
ronmental Protection to address 
the causes, just as we have been 
working for the last 10 years to 
ensure that odor controls, via 
tank covers and enclosed build- 
ings, as well odor treatment sys- 
tems are installed on as many 
odor sources as possible. 

Some of these odor controls 

not — largely due to extended 
construction delays. But the Na- 
ture Walk will be a tremendous 
community amenity. Every op- 
portunity for open space must 

Moreover, the Nature Walk 
will ensure that there are people 
to watch Newtown Creek; those 
eyes — and noses — will pre- 
vent future impacts and enable 
the continued revitalization of 
the creek. 

Christine Holowacz, Greenpoint 

The writer is a member of the 
Newtown Creek Monitoring 
Committee. 


Wants Wal-Mart 

To the editor, 

I am all for the idea of a 
Wal-Mart store in Downtown 
because it is a shopping area for 
many New Yorkers (“Wal-Mart 
is not dead yet,” Brooklyn 
Heights-Downtown edition and 
online, May 19). 

Merchants are afraid of the 
competition that Wal-Mart will 
bring, but as a shopper, I will 
support this store 100 percent. 

Evita Worley, Spring Creek 

Co-op spirit 

To the editor. 

Although some members of 
the Park Slope Food Co-op did 
object to the Co-op accepting 
credit cards based on the prob- 
lem of excessive debt in our so- 
ciety, it was not the main reason 
(“Food Co-op back to future,” 
Park Slope Edition and online. 
Sept. 29). 

The discussion on that aspect 
of credit cards never progressed 
very far because of the fact of 
the excessive transaction fees 
that merchants who accept 

Once we understood those 
costs, discussion on all other as- 
pects of the issue became irrel- 
evant. 

One of the main reasons the 
Co-op was founded in 1973 
was to make excellent quality 
food as affordable as possible 
to as many as possible and that 
has not changed. 

Accepting credit cards 
would have forced us to raise 
prices whereas accepting pin- 
based AIM cards do not. 

Joe Holtz, Park Slope 

The writer is general manager 

of the Park Slope Food Co-op 


Send a letter 

Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters Editor, The 
Brooklyn Paper, 55 Wash- 
ington St., Brooklyn, NY 11201. 
By fax: (718) 834-9278. 



Candy factory condos 
leaving a bitter taste 



By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The owner of the legendary 
“Candy Factory” building on 
Henry Street has flipped the 
property for nearly $20 mil- 
lion to a real-estate developer 
who is expected to turn the 
one-time artists’ colony into 
luxury apartments. 

Urban Realty Partners — 
which converted a historic War- 
ren Street church into luxury 
condos a few years back — 
bought the vacant seven-story 
building which is between Mid- 
dagh and Poplar streets, for 
$19.6 million in cash. 

“I’m assuming they’ll con- 
vert it to [luxury] residential,” 
said Brian Leary of Massey 
Knakal Realty Services, who 
brokered the sale. 

The developers did not re- 
spond to two requests for com- 

News of the sale disappoint- 
ed both the building’s former 
tenants and the Brooklyn 
Heights Association — two 
groups that were once at log- 
gerheads over how best to han- 
dle the 19th-century landmark 
and its adjacent garden. 

The building that began life as 
the Peak’s Mason Mint Factory 
and later became a subsidized 
artist complex, became the center 
of controversy in 2003, when 
Praedium Management bought it 
for $6.6 million and then took it 
out of the Mitchell-Lama rent- 
subsidy program. 

Praedium began evicting ten- 
ants, many of them who had 


lived in the building for decades 
and had turned it into a tightly 
knit artistic community, com- 
plete with its own darkroom, 
arts shows and performances. 

The Brooklyn Heights Asso- 
ciation enraged the artists by 
adopting the stance that the 
evictions were perfectly legal. 
But when Praedium announced 
plans to build a nine-story tower 
on the adjoining garden, the As- 
sociation pushed back. 

The developer ultimately 


won permission from the city to 
build a smaller, four-story struc- 
ture on the garden. 

And “then he sat on it,” said 
Judy Stanton, the executive direc- 
tor of the Association. “We never 
thought they would flip it. But, 
indeed that’s what they did.” 
Stanton suspects the new de- 
veloper will move ahead with 
Praedium’s plans. 

“He won’t make enough 
money back unless he [builds 
on the garden],” said Stanton. 


Meanwhile, the building’s 
former tenants are still smarting. 

“This is terrible,” said Karen 
Zebulon, who lived in the Can- 
dy Factory for more than 20 
years and was once head of the 
tenants’ association. 

“We should have been al- 
lowed to purchase it when we 
tried to,” added Zebulon. “A to- 
tal community was destroyed, 
because of big developers who 
already have lots of money and 
wanted more money.” 


Kelly shows faith along 
swastika-hit Remsen St 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The outpouring of support for the Jewish 
community m Brooklyn Heights got a boost 
from Police Commissioner Ray Kelly and 
Israel’s Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni, who 
came to Congregation B’nai Avraham on 
Sunday to denounce vandals who spray- 
painted 23 swastikas and other hate mes- 
sages around the neighborhood on Sept. 24. 

“One thing we won’t tolerate is . . . vengeful 
behavior,” the top cop said. 

Last Monday, the Nazi symbols were 
found on several cars, at least two apartment 
buildings and two synagogues on Remsen 
Street — just hours after Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad made a hotly antic- 
ipated appearance at a Columbia University 
and hours before the one-time Holocaust de- 
nier addressed the United Nations General 
Assembly. 

The Conservative B ’nai Avraham and the 
Brooklyn Heights Synagogue, a Reform 
congregation, both had swastikas spray- 
painted on the steps of their buildings. 



Police Commissioner Ray Kelly came to 
Remsen Street on Sunday to show sup- 
port for two synagogues that were 
covered with swastikas last week. 


Since then, 20 NYPD detectives have been 
assigned to the case. This week, police sta- 
tioned a three-wheeled Cushman scooter on 
Remsen Street to keep an eye out for trouble. 

A coalition of Jewish groups is offering a 
$10,000 reward for any information about 
the crimes. But Kelly said the department 
still doesn’t have any leads. 

On Saturday night, the day before Kelly 
and Livni visited the Heights, another van- 
dal struck the Sons of Israel synagogue on 
Benson Avenue between 21st Avenue and 
Bay 28th Street in Bensonhurst. Police say 
they don’t believe the incidents are related. 

The dignitaries both mixed with local 
leaders after the press conference. Livni 
stood beside B’nai Avraham’s rabbi Aaron 
Raskin and shook the lulav (a palm frond) 
and etrog (a citrus-like fruit) in a Sukkot 
holiday prayer ritual. 

Kelly also posed for a picture with Pratt 
Institute’s rabbi Simcha Weinstein, who just 
happened to have a copy of his book, “Up, 
Up and Oy Vey,” that seminal tome about 
the Jewish roots of beloved American super- 


Co-op members shop like it's 1993 


By Michael McLaughlin 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The Park Slope Food Co- 
op began accepting payment 
by debit cards on Tuesday, 
thereby closing the gap be- 
tween its reputation for fresh 
produce and low regard for 
shopper convenience. 

“The Co-op goes techno!” 
said Bella Zuzell, who was 
working her first debit card- 
friendly shift as a cashier. 

Zuzell, a 17-year member, 
said the Co-op has never been 
known for swiftly introducing 
technology to the shopping ex- 
perience. 

“I’ve been a member long 
enough to remember when I 
was scared by [the introduction 
of] shopping carts,” Zuzell said. 

Business was unusually busy 
for a weekday afternoon, follow- 
ing a one-day shutdown to install 
the new checkout system. 



A happy customer pays — finally — with a debit card at the 
Park Slope Food Co-op on Tuesday. 


On its first day in service, 
many members of the Co-op 
were paying with plastic, but 
programming bugs kept super- 
visors busy. 

“They all occasionally freeze 
and some bank ATM cards, 


SLAVE... 

Continued from page 1 

initiated comnetencv hearings in 2001. Critics say Hynes was 
simply trying to block Phillips, who had threatened to run 
against him. Hynes has consistently denied such allegations. 

But in recent years, Phillips’s supporters have increasingly fo- 
cused their ire on Pesce, who, among other alleged misdeeds, 
appointed Cahill’s predecessor, Emani Taylor, to oversee 
Phillips’s affairs. Hynes is now investigating charges that Taylor 
absconded with $187,000 from Phillips’s bank accounts. 

Now, the Slave may have entered its final chapter. 

In August, Cahill told Administrative Judge Michael Pesce 
that prior guardians had failed to file tax returns for Phillips. 
Meanwhile, Phillips’s once sizeable estate — at the time of his 
competency hearing, he owned at least 10 properties in Bedford- 
Stuyvesant — has dwindled to just three. 

In a June 20, 2007 sealed court document, another court-ap- 
pointed lawyer, Seth Coen, confirmed Cahill’s findings. 

“No tax returns were filed [during] the Interim Guardian’s 
tenure,” wrote Coen. “This will undoubtedly result in interest 
and penalties being assessed to the detriment of [Phillips’s] es- 

The IRS said it could not comment on the issue. Pesce did not 
respond to a request for comment. But Phillips was irate. 

“For years now, a lot of people have been trying to steal 
things from me and lying to me,” said Phillips, 84, who now 
lives in a Park Slope retirement home. 


like Washington Mutual, just 
aren’t being accepted,” said 
Ken Garson. 

The debit card system — a 
standard feature in regular super- 
markets since the Reagan Ad- 
ministration — will not only 
make it easier for the member- 
only store’s customers to pay for 
cage-free eggs and Fair Trade 
green tea, but also helps shop- 
pers sidestep the labyrinthine 
process of leaving the store. 

Previously, members waited 
on the checkout fine to have 
their items totaled up. Then, 
customers took that receipt to a 
cashier, who accepted cash, 
check or food stamps. That 


cashier handed over a second 
receipt, which was then taken to 
a security desk, where bags 
were counted and both receipts 
stamped. 

Now, the checkout line is 
equipped to issue both receipts 
to people paying with their 
AIM card. 

But some members won- 
dered why the Co-op did not go 
all the way in its embrace of 
electronic transactions. 

The answer is part practical 
and part ideological. Credit card 
companies demand much high- 
er fees from the Co-op than the 
33 cents that the store will lose 
on every debit card sale. In ad- 
dition, Co-op members were on 
record as saying they did not 
want to encourage people to ac- 
cumulate credit card debt, with 
its double-digit interest charges. 

Now that the debit hurdle 
has been crossed, members felt 
comfortable suggesting new 
“modem” improvements. 

“I like the idea of sliced 
meats and cheeses [in a deli] ,” 
said Ben Grade. 

Grade should not anticipate 
buying the makings of a hero 
sandwich any time soon. Imple- 
mentation of the debit system 
took four years from the time 
the members approved it until 
this week’s installation. 


RAP SNUB... 

Continued from page 1 

event that brought over 10,000 people over a three-day period to a 
residential neighborhood. These are homeowners who may not want 
to hear Tony Starks [rapper Ghostface Killah] outside their front 
window. This is why other large music festivals and concerts, like 
Coachella and Rock the Bells, are done in out-of-the-way places. 
Our festival is in Brooklyn, in the community. And that brings along 
with it a new set of issues. 

“Thankfully we have not had a single incident in three years. 
Anyone who has been to the Festival can attest to the positivity and 
diversity.” 

Koval said that she is in discussions with the state Parks agency 
about resolving the capacity issues. “Rachel and I agreed last week 
that we will have a longer conversation about this,” Koval said. 
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Ditmas test 


Nabe known for old Victorians gets a shot of youthful energy 





Mi 


re and more, young artists and musi- 
ians are fleeing their overpriced, un- 
I derserved neighborhoods for the land 
of big houses, front yards and clean, peaceful 
streets. No, they’re not moving to the suburbs 

— they’re taking over Ditmas Paik. 

Laid out more than 100 years ago to be a 
refuge from urban living, the area has recent- 
ly grown in leaps and bounds — they’ve got 
a Connecticut Muffin there, people — be- 
coming more of a destination than an escape. 

“It’s surprised us we’ve sold more co-op 
apartments to musicians than to any other 
specific occupational group,” remarked Jan 
Rosenberg, a local real-estate broker and 
professor of Urban Soci- 
ology. 

And as the musicians 

— as well as artists and 
freelancers — arrived, so 
did bars, shops and 
restaurants. But it isn’t all 
fancy new pastry shops 
and nightclubs; the influx 
has brought booming 

o local institu- 


tions as well. 

“I think this avenue is 
one of Brooklyn’s best- 
kept secrets,” said John 
Ficarra, who has run 
John’s Bakery on Corte- 
lyou and Rugby roads for 
the past 23 years. “Not 
too many people know 
Cortelyou.” 

So, if you’re taking the 
Q train to Cortelyou Road, 
where exactly should you 
go? GO Brooklyn took a 
crawl down the street to 
find out. 


a neighborhood 'i 

iterinv hole and P 


Cortelyou too: (From top) 
Picket Fence brings a touch of 
country to Cortelyou Road; the 
Farm on Adderly offers sophis- 
ticated drinks; Sander Hicks of 
Vox Pop aims to do good. 


0773 Lounge 

There’s no such thing 
without a neighborhood watering hole, and 
773 is just that. Open since 1976, the charm- _ 
ing, gritty spot is decorated with photos of J- 
Elvis, John Wayne and the dearly departed 
Dodgers, and the clientele remembers all of 
them quite well. 

“It’s the only place I go where I feel like 
I’m the youngest person,” regular John Mor- A ,, - ... . 

gan toid go Brooklyn. 0 The Farm on Adderley 

People of all ages are welcome, though, and The arugula salad with butternut squash to have some fun in the neighborhood, 
as long as you know what you want to drink — and figs might look like a farmer’s yard, but One of the first restaurants on the m 
there is no rail booze and bartenders are quick rest assured that the Farm on Adderley is de- farm bandwagon — 
to move on if you’re indecisive — you’ll have cidedly urban. “We found ourselves always 

a great time. Stop by anytime to play video going to Park Slope for dinner and were frus- 

bowling, but if you’re into the professional trated by the lack of choices in our neighbor- 


Park Slope does have its own 
standout spots, but McDowell has 
outdone herself with this one. 
Known for its specialty cocktails 
and impressive selection of suds 
— they had us at “Chimay on 
tap!” — the Farm serves as a head- 
quarters for the Ditmas foodie set 
as well as thirsty twentysomethings looking 


v-hot 


hay wagon ai 

may be — the Farm was called, “a 
dream come true” by our own Tina Barry, 
and has been known to attract diners who 
make it Tuesday night at 9 pm hood,” said owner Allison McDowell, who didn’t previously realize that the Q train went 


when the Gotham Dart League plays here . opened the restaurant in 2006 . 


above ground. 


O Picket Fence 

With couches substituting for chairs, stained 
glass windows and, of course, white picket 
fences built into the walls, this restaurant looks 
like a country house dropped right into the mid- 
dle of Brooklyn. Haute American cuisine goes 
along well with the decor, grilled salmon with 
risotto and parsnips and a hearty mango-straw- 
berry cobbler are hearty and high end, but don’t 
go over the top. Before you think that this 
might be a suit-and-tie sort of place, remember 
where you are; the back patio is covered with 
kids and toys (which the eatery supplies), while 
bleary-eyed local computer types drop in to 
grab takeout (ordered online, of course). 

O Visions Lounge 

Lest you think that Ditmas Park is all pre- 
cious boites and cozy coffee shops, there’s al- 
ways Visions. Smack on the comer of Coney 
Island Avenue and Cortelyou Road, the bar 
wouldn’t be out of place on Williamsburg’s 
Bedford Avenue or Smith Street in Carroll 
Gardens, with flat screen TVs, a pool table 
and weekend DJ nights. Calypso and reggae 
nights attract a large Latin and African-Amer- 
ican crowd, paying homage to the neighbor- 
hood’s diversity, and in true nightclub fash- 
ion, ladies get in free before 1 am, but guys 
have to cough up $10 for the pleasure. 

G Vox Pop 

Brooklynites cannot live on food alone, 
and Sander Hicks knew this when he opened 
Vox Pop in 2004. Combining a bookstore 
with a coffee shop and performance space, 
Hicks’s Vox Pop serves as headquarters for 
the local laptop set, providing both fair trade 
coffee and reasonably priced pitchers of beer. 

“Our concept coming in was to be an an- 
See DITMAS on page 8 
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Tuning in 

Though it might look like he’s doing calisthenics 
when on stage, an orchestra’s conductor is an inte- 
gral part of the group and directing musicians re- 
quires skill and precision. 

On Dec. 5, Michael Christie — the Brooklyn 
Philharmonic’s 33-year-old boy wonder — will go 
above and beyond his usual baton twirling and will 
take on an additional responsibility: acting. 

The Philharmonic’s new season was announced 
this week, and the maestro revealed that he will lead 
the Philharmonic in “The Gate,” an orchestral the- 
ater piece by Tan Dun. But in addition to furiously 
waving his arms around, Christie will be playing the 
ominous “Gate Keeper” whose job it is to send one 
of three dead souls back to life. 

“Michael’s stepping out of the box as a conduc- 
tor,” said Steven Lankenau, the Philharmonic’s di- 
rector of programming. “It’s a unique opportunity 
for the orchestra and a unique opportunity for him.” 

After his star turn, Christie (pictured) will lead 
the orchestra in the rest of its 54th season, which 
will include a two-week-long festival in honor of 
Prospect Heights-bom composer John Corigilano, 
who’s won an Oscar, Grammys and a Pulitzer Prize 
for his compositions. It all looks good, but our pick 
is Corigliano’s rendition of Bob Dylan’s “Mr. Tam- 
bourine Man,” where the vocal duties are taken over 
by an operatic soprano. 

The edgy-for-an-orchestra programming is nothing 
new for the group, said Lakenau. “The Brooklyn Phil- 
harmonic has always been considered a progressive 
group, and we’ve never been considered behind the 
times. We continue to push the limit.” 

The Brooklyn Philharmonic's season starts on 
Dec. 5 with "The Gate." Tickets are $20 -$60. For 
information, visit www.brooklynphilharmonic.org. 

— Juliana Bunim 


EVENT 


Island art 

Winter hasn’t set in yet, but the Brooklyn Muse- 
um is already planning a trip to the Caribbean. 

On Oct. 6, the institution, which sits alongside 
heavily Caribbean Crown Heights, will kick off its 
new exhibition, “Infinite Island: Contemporary 
Caribbean Art,” with a bang — or is that a BAM? 

Teaming up with the Brooklyn Academy of Mu- 
sic, the Museum will host Caribbean-themed films, 
readings, live music and a two-hour dance party to 
celebrate the exhibit as well at BAM’s 25th “Next 
Wave Festival.” 

“The Brooklyn Muse- 
um is in the heart of the 
Brooklyn Caribbean 
community,” Tumelo 
Mosaka, the show’s cu- 
rator, told GO Brooklyn, 

“and it makes sense to 
engage the community.” 

Mosaka said it’s rare 
to find Caribbean exhi- 
bitions in other bor- 
oughs, and Caribbean artists are strangers in then- 
own land since many Caribbean countries don’t 
support contemporary art. 

But plenty of artists seem to have found a home at 
the Brooklyn Museum, and they’ve already been fea- 
tured in two such exhibitions (one specific to Haiti 
and another focused on carnival costumes). Despite 
this fact, Tumelo pointed out that “Infinite Island” is 
far from familiar territory. The exhibit only contains 
pieces created after the year 2000. “A lot of the pieces 
don’t necessarily say ‘I’m Caribbean,’ but they say 
‘I’m contemporary.’” 

The festivities kick off at 6 pm with author Eliza- 
beth Nunez reading from her latest novel, which sets 
“The Tempest” in the Caribbean, and will include 
work by the INSPIRIT dance company (pictured), an 
screening of “One Love,” a Caribbean love story, and 
a dance party heavy on salsa and merengue. 

Festivities begin at 6 pm at the Brooklyn Muse- 
um (200 Eastern Pkwy., at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights). Tickets are free. For information, 
call (718) 638-5000. — Daniel Goldberg 




busyCHEF 

Meals you'd cook yourself, 

if you weren't too busy. 

NOW FEATURING DELIVERY m 


60 Henry Street Brooklyn Heights 

718 . 624.3182 

www.busychef.biz 



“A somewhat ‘UNSUNG HERO’.. .Tempo offers ‘AMAZING DINING EXPERIENCES’... 
‘WONDERFULLY PREPARED CUISINE’ and a ‘TERRIFIC WINE LIST.’ 
‘BROOKLYN PRICES’ save the day!” -2007 Zagat Survey 
PRIX FIXE THREE COURSE DINNER ($25 per person Sun-Thurs, $35 per person Fri £> Sat) 


TEMPO 


RESTAURANT & WINE BAR 

DEDICATED TO THE IDEAL OF THE GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 

256 Fifth Avenue ■ Park Slope ■ 718 636 2020 



Having A Party. 


Private Party Room Accommodates Up To 50 People 
Office Parties, Reunions, Graduations, Showers, Christenings & More! 

6716 Fort Hamilton Pkwy • near 67th St. in Dyker Heights 

. (718) 238-9447 


rjazieffe, 

\>d Italian Restaurant f/) 
•/ & Brick Oven Pizza 

• Lunch & Wtfjhtfy Specials 

• “Wood Burning “Pizza 

• Desserts & Coffee • Beer & “Wine 

• “Private “Parties ^Available 10-100 “Persons 

232 Vanderbilt Ave. 

(bet. Dekalb & Willoughby) 

(718) 789-5663 



















Brew dudes 


At Pacific Standard, state flags 
— California, Oregon, Washington 
and Nevada — adorn the walls and 
baseball cards of Bay Area legends 
lay encased in wooden tables. 
Where are we? Not Berkeley, sur- 
prisingly, but Brooklyn. 

The bar, which opened in Sep- 
tember, is the brainchild of Jon 
Stan and John Rauschenberg, two 
refugees from Northern Califor- 
nia who decided to bring a bit of 
the Golden State to the borough. 

It seems like there wouldn’t be 
much to add to the increasingly 
boozy stretch of Fourth Avenue 
between St. Marks Place and 
Bergen Street, but the California 
boys saw a hole in the market: 
there was no place to grab a West 
Coast microbrew — Lagunitas, 
Stone and Bear Republic are pop- 
ular — and catch an A’s game. 

“It’s not a gimmick,” Stan 
stressed. “We just really missed 
the beer, but you could hang out 


here and have no idea — it’s not 
a ‘theme bar.’” 

He’s almost right. At a brief 
glance, the bar could be like any 
other in Boerum Hill; there’s a 
dartboard, a projector TV and 
yupsters playing board games. 
But the details — UC-Berkeley 
games projected on the wall for a 
frightening number of excited 
alumni, “It’s It” ice cream served 
to cultish devotees — are exactly 
where Pacific Standard shines. 

It allows all of us to like some- 
thing about California (without 
having to actually go there, heav- 
en forbid!). 

Pacific Standard (82 Fourth 
Ave., between St. Marks Place 
and Bergen Street in Boerum Hill) 
is open Monday through Friday 
from 4 pm-4 am and Saturday 
and Sunday from noon-4 am. For 
information, call (718) 858-1951 
or visit www.pacificstandard- 
brooklyn.com. — Chris Varmus 


DUMAS... 

Continued from page 7 
chor for the community,” said 
barista Michael Cramer (he’s 
union, too!). “[We’re] a place for 
people to eat, chat and relax. . .and 
also for community involvement 
and grass roots activism.” 

In addition to serving neighbor- 
hood newcomers, Vox Pop is a 


popular spot with local kids, who 
congregate after school and for 
the rock bands and open mic 
nights that make the space a draw 
for folks borough- wide. “I know 
first hand from living forlO years 
on the Lower East Side that gen- 
trification hurts,” said Hicks. 
“What we’re trying to do is help 
advance a new form of communi- 
ty development that helps every- 
one raise consciousness not just 
property values.” 
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The cookies 
crumble 


October 6, 2007 


GO hunts down the boroughs 
best black and white cookie 


By Lucy Baker 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

I f there were such a thing as an official bor- 
ough cookie, Brooklyn’s would be the 
black and white. Part cake, part cookie, 
half chocolate and half vanilla, the black and 
white has been my favorite dessert since I 
was a little girl. On top of all that, the rumor 
that the cookie was invented in Brooklyn 
makes it that much sweeter. 

These days, though, even Seattle-based 
Starbucks is hawking the treat in insultingly 
expensive and tiny portions, and formerly lo- 
cal baking behemoth Entemann’s sells a 
shameful version at grocery stores all over, 
which led me to ask: who makes the tastiest 
black and white cookie in town? I was look- 
ing for a cake-like base that wasn’t too dry, 
but held up to the frosting, which should be 
sweet without hurting my teeth or overpower- 
ing the base. I was open to new ideas — but- 
tercream frosting, for example — but would- 
n’t settle for anything less than perfection. 

Armed with a serious sweet tooth and gal- 
lons of milk, I set out to find the borough’s 
freshest, softest, most sugary standard bearer. 

Cousin John’s Cafe & Bakery 

The black and white cookie at Cousin John’s 
($1 .50) was sophisticated and streamlined, the 
kind of dainty confection you would expect to 
see at a fancy patisserie. The cookie was deli- 
cate and crispy, and tasted like the best Nilla 
wafer you’ve ever had. Oddly, it was frosted on 
both sides, as if the baker dunked each half in a 
big vat of chocolate and vanilla instead of 
spreading the sweet stuff on with a knife. The 
icing was evenly distributed, thin and fondant- 
like, but lacked the punch I was looking for. If 
you’re in the mood for superior shortbread. 
Cousin John’s is the treat to eat. But if what you 



really crave is a classic, cakey black and white, 
keep looking. Grade: B 

Cranberry’s 

The black and white at Cranberry’s ($1.75) 
was — get ready for this — chocolate. At once 
crumbly and moist, it struck the perfect bal- 
ance between cake and cookie. While certainly 
not traditional, the fudgy flavor added a sur- 
prising richness and intensity that classic ver- 
sions sometimes lack. The frosting was creamy 
and fresh, but could have been spread a little 
thicker on the vanilla side. An innovative take 
on tradition. Grade: A- 

F. Monteleone & Cammareri 
Bros. Bakery 

Even after eating this entire cookie ($150), I 


still wasn’t sure if it was supposed to be crispy 
or had gone stale. The cookie layer (it definitely 
wasn’t classifiable as cake) had an appealing, 
buttery taste, but was too sandy and dry. There 
was plenty of frosting, but the vanilla half had 
too much cornstarch, which resulted in a gum- 
my, chewy texture. The chocolate side was bet- 
ter, the icing was rich and sugary and reminded 
me of canned Dunkin’ Hines frosting, which 
was not a bad thing. Sell the frosting with a 
spoon and I’ll be the first in line. Grade: C 

Joyce Bakeshop 

“This cookie looks like it was made with 
love,” said a friend of mine as we prepared to 
dig into the cookie here, and he was right. Cer- 
tainly, it was the freshest of the bunch, the knife 
tracks still visible in the rich, if somewhat un- 
orthodox buttercream frosting (black and whites 
are traditionally made with a thin layer of con- 
centrated icing). The chocolate and vanilla sides 
were equally balanced, and the cake was dense 
and slightly crumbly. Joyce’s black and white 
($150) is about a quarter of the size of the stan- 
dard deli variety but, as the saying goes, good 
things come in small packages. When I asked 


Joyce why she decided to include black and 
whites on her classically French menu, she re- 
sponded, “I have a soft spot for old, hole-in-the- 
wall bakeries. I love black and white cookies. 
We serve them so we can secretly steal a cookie 
every now and again!” Grade: A 

Your Baker 

The first thing you’ll notice about this black 
and white ($1 .75) is the sheer enormity of it all. 
It’s so big, I was inspired to go get a ruler, and I 
measured almost six inches in diameter and one 
and a half inches deep. But best of all, the taste 
doesn’t fall short. The thickness of the cake, 
which was fluffy rather than doughy, helped bal- 
ance out the candy-like icing. The vanilla was 
especially tangy and sticky, perfect for licking 
off your fingers, but I preferred the more-sub- 
dued chocolate side, which was sweet and 
slightly powdery in texture. All in all, this is a 
classic treat — very down to earth, save for its 
resemblance to a flying saucer. And be sure to 
get it with milk or a cup of coffee; if you do 
manage to finish the whole thing, you’ll need 
something to wash it down with. Grade: A- 

— Additional reporting by Daniel Goldberg 



No gray area: A fresh tray of cookies has just received the frosting treatment at 
Cousin John's in Park Slope. 





An Exceptional meal. 


345 Court Street (at Union Street) 
718-852-5015 

Open 7 days for lunch and dinner ■ Free Valet Parking 

tasiEOT 

Visit our website: www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com 


Donnie and Marie who?: Brother-and-sister duo Eleanor and Matt Fried- 
berger have made music a family affair with their band Fiery Furnaces. 


there acts, and is an easier market for 
bands that don’t fit into American Top 40 
pop formulae. 

“You can sell 2,000 singles and be 
number 30 in the country,” Matt said. “So 
there’s no real tried-and-true formula for 
success. [Our songs are] an interesting 
kind of melodrama, but you definitely 
can’t drive your car fast to them.” 

And there’s nothing more melodramat- 
ic than being in a band with your sister. 

“Well, I always quit [bands] before,” 
Matt said with a chuckle. “But you can’t 
get rid of a sibling. You don’t really have 
to make up after an argument, either, 
since you’ve been calling each other 
names for years.” 

It’s the sensibility that the two share 
that makes their music unique. “Guitar 
rock culture is very conservative,” Matt 
said. “People have very specific expecta- 
tions that they want met and gratified. 
We’re not like that — we like rock songs 
that are full of little surprises.” 

Until recently, they didn’t even have 
breaks between songs — they just played 
their whole show as one long medley. 

“People can listen to their quiet, weird 
records at home,” Matt said. One of the 
things he likes about rock is you can talk 
while people are playing — there’s no ex- 
pectation that you’ll speak in an “artist’s 
whisper.” 

“That kind of stuff makes me ill,” Matt 
said. “Kids sitting cross-legged on the 
floor while some mandolinist sings like a 
billy goat. No, our shows are for yelling 
and drinking beer.” 


The monthly glossy 
magazine devoted to 
Brooklyn's booming 
real-estate scene. 


THERE'S STILL TIME 
TO ADVERTISE! 

Call Howard at 
(718) 834-9350 ext.l 11 
Ads@BrooklynBoom.com 


RISTORANTE 
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The algo-rhythm 

Heard of the Fiery Furnaces, but not sure 
what to expect? GO Brooklyn's Chris Var- 
mus breaks down their sound, so you 
know what you're getting yourself into. 


rx 


Sizzlin’ siblings 

Fiery Furnaces warm up with new disc 


MUSIC 


I ts members might be all grown up, but 
the brother-sister duo Fiery Furnaces 
still show traces of sibling rivalry. 

“I’m more Geppetto than Pinocchio,” 
Matt Friedberger said of his role in the 
band. His sister Eleanor, who does most of 

the singing, is the 

face of the band, 
but Matt is actually 
the group’s musical 
director. 

Since moving to 
Carroll Gardens to- 
gether from Chica- 
go in 2000, the sib- 
lings Friedberger 

have released five albums and countless sin- 
gles through the British label Rough Trade, 
and have established themselves as major 
players on the indie circuit. This week’s re- 
lease of their newest record, “Widow City,” 
is therefore hotly anticipated. 

Despite early comparisons to faux fam- 
ily duo the White Stripes, and the new 
record’s allusions to Stevie Wonder, Led 


8) 38 


Zeppelin and early Brian Eno, Matt said 
that the band’s goal has always been “to 
make records that are ever so slightly dif- 
ferent from any band you’d care to men- 
tion,” said Matt. 

On the last album, “Bitter Tea,” the band 
used almost no natural rock sounds — it 
was full of spacey synth and processed 
drums. But with “Widow City,” they decid- 
ed to switch it up — 
back to the future 
style. 

“We only used 
keyboards that were 
made before 1974,” 
said Matt. 

Though their 
records tend towards 
the quirky — the 
song “Rehearsing My Choir” from then- 
second record features the Friedberger’s 
grandmother talking over their music — 
their live shows deliver the adrenaline rush 
of a stadium rock band. 

Developing this unique style was made 
easier for the band by releasing singles on 
Rough Trade. The British music scene is 
traditionally much more accepting of out- 


id Fix Lounge (1 
i Eleventh Street 
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CHECKIN' IN WITH ... 


Separated twins 
Paula Bernstein and 
Elyse Schein 


Spy magazine used to have a popu- 
lar segment called “Separated at birth” 
that featured pictures of celebrities who 
bore an uncanny resemblance to each 
other. Forgive real-life twins Paula 
Bernstein and Elyse Schein if they fail 
to find humor in the photographic jux- 
taposition — after all, “Separated at 
birth” is their life story. 

The twins, adopted by different mid- 
dle-class Jewish families in the 1960s, 
were the victims of a New York adop- 
tion agency’s bizarre — and since repu- 
diated — theory that identical twins 
would flourish if raised separately. 

To add insult to this gross injury, the 
adoption agency — the once-silverplat- 
ed Upper East Side firm Louise Wise 
— brought in a psychiatrist to conduct 
a secret study of the twins. So not only 
were the twins separated by the adop- 
tion agency, but the agency claimed to 
be doing it in the name of science 

All of this might have never become 
known — and Bernstein and Schein 
might never have met — had Schein not 
decided to search for her birth mother. 
That search proved fruidess — her bio- 
logical mother was long dead — but a 
new administration at Louise Wise gave 
her the shocking news that she had an 
identical twin living in Brooklyn. 

The result is the stunning book, 
“Identical Strangers: A Memoir of 
Twins Separated and Reunited” (Ran- 
dom House), which touches on some of 
Mankind’s biggest questions (“What 
does it mean to be an individual?”) and 
some of its most intimate (“Is this 
woman I’ve just met my ‘sister’ just 


because we share the same DNA?”). 
Along the way, Schein and Bernstein 
introduce us to the adoption agency of- 
ficials; the psychiatrist who conducted 
the study (and to this day remains guilt- 
free about it!); and their biological un- 
cle, who was initially standoffish, but 
later gave precious details about the life 
of their birth mother. 

This week, Bernstein, who lives in 
Park Slope, and Schein, who lives in 
Fort Greene, checked in with Brooklyn 
Paper Editor Gersh Kuntzman. 

GO: Elyse, why did you even begin the 
quest that led to you meeting Paula? 

ES: In my late 20s, I began to say to 
people, “I feel like I’m missing a 
twin.” Up to that point, I never 
searched for my biological family, but 
eventually, there was this mystery that 
I wanted to resolve. 

GO: And you eventually found Paula, 
but, truth be told, she wasn’t as ready 
to fully accept you into her life so 
quickly. Why not, Paula? 

PB: I’d always grown up feeling like 
my adopted family was my real fami- 
ly and that I didn’t necessarily feel 
that biology was significant. On top of 
that, I had just had my first child and 
moved to Park Slope. I was in a phase 
of life, the nesting phase, where I felt 
very comfortable and happy. I wasn’t 
looking for any complications. 

GO: But then you got a call out of 
nowhere from the adoption agency — 
and then your sister — telling you that 



you had a twin. Kind of an atom 
bomb, no? 

PB: I was in a physical state of shock, so 
I just went into reporter mode and took 
notes. Then I broke down into tears. 

GO: I realize there is some pain about 
the fact that you and other separated 
twins were studied, but it does raise 
fascinating questions about the old na- 
ture vs. nurture argument. In the book, 
it’s pretty clear that you guys come 
down on the side of nature. 

PB: Meeting Elyse challenged my be- 
lief. As an adoptee, I went overboard 
on the side of nurture and thought na- 
ture was not relevant. I am so much 
like my adoptive dad. 

ES: I always thought it was a combina- 
tion of both because I imagined my birth 
parents were Bohemians because I was 
so interested in traveling and the arts even 
though my adoptive parents were not. 

GO: And it’s funny how similar you 


guys realized you are — right down to 
taste in movies. 

PS: There was an element of excite- 
“Oh, you do that? I do that, 


GO: Now the big question: was the 
adoption agency right that twins 
should grow up apart? 

ES: Paula and I are not the people we 
would have been if we had grown up 
together, and we lead happy lives. But 
it was wrong that we were separated. 
PB: It’s a paradox. Intellectually, I know 
that twins should not be separated, but I 
can’t negate the life I’ve led. Yes, it’s 
probably true that we were able to devel- 
op our own personalities because we 
were separated, but does that mean twins 
should be separated? No. We lost the 
bond that we were entitled to. I don’t 
think the agency was malicious, but they 
were incredibly shortsighted. 


MIRROR... 

Continued from page 1 
“Veiled Monologues” found 
its inspiration in Eve Ensler’s 
“The Vagina Monologues.” 
Roosen helped stage Ensler’s 
show in Holland, and got the 
idea to combine Ensler’s con- 
cept with a previous work of her 
own that explored duality in the 
lives of Moroccan women living 
in Europe. And though Roosen 
is a well-known member of the 
avant-garde Dutch theater com- 
munity, the show’s premier in 
Holland —which was lauded by 


plagued by bomb 
threats and perform- 
ances in other coun- 
tries have required 
extra security. 

“The ‘Vagina 
Monologues’ is 
beautiful, but it’s 
about Western women. Where 
are the veiled women?” asked 
Roosen. “The Arabian world 
knows so much about eroticism 
and sensuality and the whole 
sensitive world. In the West, we 
are so afraid and cannot accept 
an image from the Arabian 
world that is more beautiful than 
something from the west. We 


THEATER 


and "Is.Man" opens Oct. 6 at St. Ann's Ware- 
house (38 Water St., at Dock Street in DUM- 
BO). Tickets are $30 for each play or $50 for 
both. For information, call (718) 254-8779 or 
' -3.org. 


can only see terrorists and peo- 
ple living in holes.” 

Roosen said that a war with 
no defined enemy adds a risque 
factor to her work, which will be 
performed in English for the 
first time at St. Ann’s, represen- 
tatives for the space would not 
comment on the incendiary na- 
ture of Roosen’s shows and said 


no extra security has been 
arranged. 

“I would love for people to 
see the performances and say 
‘this is the real danger,’ ” Roosen 
said of “Is.Man,” which deals 
with the prevalence of honor 
killings” — when a man kills a 
female family member for 
bringing shame to the family — 
in Holland today. “[Children] 
are growing up in Holland and 
experiencing trauma with one 
leg in each culture. It’s torment- 
ing their hearts and their way of 
growing up. It’s like they have 
to lie to both cultures.” 

And, refusing to ignore the 
elephant in the room, Roosen 


cited the United States-led 
“War on Terror” as a huge fac- 
tor in the disconnect between 
Western and Arabian culture, 
without which her work might 
not gamer such exposure. 

It’s this desire to go beyond 
the surface of cultural relations 
that attracted St. Ann’s to 
Roosen’s work. 

“One of the things that real- 
ly worries me is that I don’t 
know if white Americans are 
at all interested in Muslim cul- 
ture,” said Susan Feldman, the 
artistic director at St. Ann’s 
Warehouse. “I worry about the 
sense of having an enemy that 
we can’t even identify.” 


A Sherry Primer 


I f I were to make a list of the most 
derstood wines of the world, I’d 
include Sherry. Sherry can be eithe 

between. Sherry is a fortified wine 
r the addition of brandy, and ca 


By Darrin Siegfried 
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ti like 


very n 
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for years, or even decades. Sherry is a blended 
’ different ages, 
l “pick-me-up”, a 
enjoy with foods 
r drink. Once 
you learn about the varieties of Sherry, you 
open up an entire new world of pleasurable 

Sherry is named for the Spanish city of 
Jerez (Xeres), pronounced hair-eth, located 
in the south of the country. The name of the 
town comes from the Persian “Shiraz”, 
another city known for wine production, or 
the Phoenician Xera. Scholars are divided 
on this, but they do hold that Phoenicians 
were growing wine grapes here as early as 
1 1 00 BC. The white Palomino grape is used 
to make Sherry, with the Pedro Ximenez 

and Muscat used for the aromatic Moscatel 
of the area. The unique white loam soil, 
called Albariza, is considered the best for 
grape growing here, as it best holds the rain 
that rarely falls during the entire summer. 

Sherry starts out as a dry white wine, 
with fermentation completed. The wines 


•e fortified w 


uch less 


than with Porto, where the brandy is poured 
in to stop the incomplete fermentation. 
Lighter, more delicate wines are lightly for- 
tified in the hope that they will develop a 
surface yeast, called Flor. Flor looks like a 
thin, white, pebble-textured sheet that cov- 
i while it ages in barrel. It pre- 


with a: 


Is the w 


e fron 


Sherries made this way are 
lighter in flavor and color, tasting fresh. 
This Sherry is called Fino if it comes from 
Jerez, Manzanilla if it is made in the nearby 
port city of Sanlucar de Barrameda. 
Manzanillas actually predate Finos, and 
their faint “briny” note adds to their com- 
plexity and to their appeal among seafood- 
loving gourmets. A Fino or Manzanilla may 
be further aged, without Flor, and become 

caramel aroma and complex, rich flavors. 
This Sherry is called Amontillado. 

Wines judged to be less delicate are 
given more brandy prior to ageing, and the 
higher alcohol level insures that Flor will 
not develop. This means that the ageing 

the barrels are not filled to the top. The 
slowly oxidize, taking on a distinct 



Amontillado. Oloroso (“scented” 
Spanish) is aged for a longer time, taking on 
more complexity with time. Sweet Sherries 
are made by adding wine made from the 
Pedro Ximenez or Moscatel grapes. These 
wines are made sweet by either partially 
drying them in the sun prior to pressing and 
fermentation, or by “cooking down” the 
finished wine into a thick syrup. Pedro 

wines, and can also be tremendous bargains. 
A good Moscatel has exotic aromas of 
orange and spice, while Pedro Ximenes 
tastes of raisins and summer sunshine! 

Sherries are not vintage dated because 
they are blended using a unique system 
called a Solera. Imagine barrels partly filled 
with wine stacked atop other barrels, atop 
other barrels. Some Sherry is drawn off 
from the lowest barrels, and those barrels 
are topped of with wine from the barrels 
above. Those barrels, in turn, are replen- 
ished with Sherry from the barrels above 
them, as are the ones above them, etc. 
Newly made Sherry is added to the upper- 
most barrels. As few as three to as many as 
nine levels of barrels are used in the Soleras, 
insuring a continuity of flavor and quality, 
as well as a “house style”. 

Sherry should be drank chilled, and 
should be kept refrigerated once it is opened. 
The glass used to serve it in Spain is called 
a Copa or Copita, and is basically the same 

titions. The tiny glasses passed off as 
“Sherry glasses” are usually useless, since 
they are not big enough to allow you to swirl 
the wine, or to get a big enough pour. 

Fino and Manzanilla is what most 
people drink in Tapas bars, since it goes well 
with almost any dish. Serrano ham, 
Manchego cheese, olives, shrimp with gar- 
lic, almost any seafood dish... all will taste 
even better with a chilled Fino or M a nz a nill a . 
Amontillado is wonderful with pork, mush- 
rooms and cheeses, and is what I usually 
add when a recipe calls for Sherry and does 
not specify the type. It is also my favorite 

hand. If you want to enjoy a simply yet 
mouth watering good dessert, pour some 
Pedro Ximenes over good vanilla ice cream. 
You’ll understand what I mean when I say it 
tastes like raisins and summer sunshine! 


ed'% 211 Fifth Avenue 

bite J0 (bet. Union & President) PARK SLOPE 

& Bubbly Open: Mon-Sat, lOam-lOpm, Sun, 12-8pm 
www.redwhiteandbubbly.com • 636-9463 


Sometimes the hardest things to talk about 
are the easiest to treat. 



RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avranam 

of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. • 596-4840 



i,Oct.3,b< 

Simchat Torah 

Thurs., Oct. 4, after 7:15 pm 

Shabbat Bereshit 

Fri., Oct. 5, before 6:15 pm 

PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER 

SarmorSngrafi^Oo’am 

Adult Ed Hebrew School 
Park Slope's Egalitarian, 

768-1453 A3 26 


er Sunday Worship 1 1 


Brown Memorial 
Baptist Church 


d. Bible Study 1:00pm & 7:15 

718 - 638-6121 



shoprico.com 


American Leather Fontana Arte 
i Atlantico by De La Espada Maria Yee 

Baronet Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams 
Bruno Marina Gallery Robert Abbey 
DellaRobbia Thayer Coggin 


. Cong. B’nai Jacob 


“I choose New York Methodist” 

Marisa Mastropietro, M.D., Chief of Urogynecology 

“Millions of women suffer quietly from urinary 
incontinence, or loss of bladder control. Through 
our Woman’s Health Program, we offer multiple 
treatments for this common problem along with 
many specialized services that focus on the 
health needs of women of all ages.” 


art lighting furniture decor 

Ridge Repertory Presents 


THE FINEST PHYSICIANS... 
THE FINEST HEALTH CARE 



To find the doctor that's best for you, call 

718-499-CARE or visit nym.org. 









ADVERTISER RESULTS PROVE 
OUR YELLOW PAGES DELIVER 
MAJOR RETURN ON INVESTMENT 



NEW 

NASSAU 

DIRECTORIES 

OUT 

THIS SOMMER 


BROOKLYN EDITION 

CLOSING 

SOON! 


Ambassador YellowPa ges 

the right direction in yellow pages 

FIND OUT ABOUT COST EFFECTIVE PRINT & ONLINE AD PROGRAMS 

CALL 212 - 564-3945 NOW 

www.AmbassadorLocal.com 










AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Coma Como en su Cm” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 



4408 5th Ave. o*. 4«h a 4 5tt , sts.j (718) 438-2009 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • i mE^ ag 












WILLIAMSBURG 


Black Betty 

^miTm^^pi8)5^0^ emeyerStreet 

www.blackbetty.net. 

Saturdays: DJ Concerned, 11 pm, FREE; Sun- 
days: Brazilian Beat with DJ Sean Marquand and 
DJ Greg Caz, 10 pm, FREE; Mondays: Rev. Vince 
Anderson and his Love Choir, 10:30 pm, FREE; 
Tuesdays: Psychotic Reaction, 10 pm, FREE; 
Fridays: The Greenhouse with DJ MonkOne and 

The Callbox 





SAwe^onlTl-i 0 p^FREE; Octl* Sa l 






iorge Lewis, Jr, 9:1 5 pm, Jessie Cellar! 1 0 pm! FREE; Ort. 1 0: Bee's Nest, 10 pm, FREE; Oct. 1 1 ! 


TALK TO US... 


To list your events in Brooklyn Nightlife, please give us as much notice as possible. Indue 
of venue, address with cross street, phone number for the public to call, Web site addres: 

N^htl'rfe@Bro^kl^PaperTOm OT^a^^ at^l^^^^^BJJ^'ngs are fre^nd^Vtted on 

- T - :l -‘ ' 1 : i ■ i I I ■ - 

rect as of press time. Contact the venue before you go to confin 


PAPEMT 

KIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC I I ^£8 E 



FAMILY 

CLASSIFIED 

To advertise, call 
(718) 834-9350 





::p1“ 


( 718 ) 288-1302 



-Nf 




917 - 488-8383 
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classifieds I EMPLOYMENT I REAL ESTATE H SERVICES 


CADNET ADS 


Flexible hours, PC required. Excellent 
career opportunity. 1-888-240-0064, 
Ext. 930 

SECRET SHOPPERS NEEDED - For 


NEED MEDICAL, DENTAL & 
PRESCRIPTION HEALTH BENEFITS? 
$99/month for entire family! includes 

age! Unlimited usacje^ Dental, Vision 

EVERYONE* I s' a'CC^PTED.M 6 Ca 1 1°88^- 
750-0310. 


A MEMORY FOAM Thera-Peutic IS 

Ayg- Mattress: Q-$399, K-$499. 

PT/FT. Delivery. Warranty. 1-888-287-5 

(60 night trial) 


ABSOLUTELY ALL CASH! Do you e; 
$800/day? Vending Route, 
machines + candj. $9995. 1-800-8( 


RTH CAROLINA MOUNTAINS!! 
cabin shell, 2.26acs. Ready to 
h. $99,900. Acreage available w/ 
ining views. E-Z financing. 828- 
-8700, www.FallCreekLancJ.com 



**FRE E^CAS **^00^* ^EVER R REPAY! 

School/House. Almost everyone qual- 
ifies! Live Operators. Avoid Deadlines! 
Listings 1-800-785-9615 Ext. 239 
Buried in Credit Card Debt Over 
$10,000? We can save you thousands! 


- Travel - 
- Make Money - 
& 

- Have Fun! - 
1 - 800 - 730-4301 


ACCOUNT 

MANAGER 

PUBLISHING 


Leading newspaper distribution 
co has oppty as Retail Acct Mgr 
covering the Brooklyn/Staten 
Island area. Seek high energy 
indiv motivated to drive cir- 
culation growth through retail 
outlets with the ability to build 


REQ: 3-5 yrs Sales exp; circ mk- 
tng preferablly in newspaper 
industry single copy sales; col- 
lege educ a plus. Must possess 
good written/oral communica- 
tion skills, proficiency in MS Of- 
fice and Excel. 

We offer a competitive salary, 
bonus, auto allowance, & excel 
bnfts. Valid driving lie & good 


Medicaid Representative 

NJ based company seeks people with 


(973) 614-0101 L39 

NOW INTERVIEWING 
ROLL OFF DRIVERS 

with at least 5 years 
experience & have CDL. 


Substitute 

Teachers 

needed for Park Slope 
Preschool. Call 

(718) 230-5255 


GOVERNMENT JOBS 

Earn $12- $48, 

Full Medical /Dental 
Benefits & Paid Training 

Homeland Security ■ 

Law Enforcement ■ 
Administrative/Office ■ 
Accounting ■ Public/Relations ■ 
Wildlife/Park Service & More! 

800-320-9353x2033 


Waitperson(s) 
Line Cook 

Please send resume to: 
jmcwilliam@generationsms.co 
Fax: (718)622-3995 
Apply in Person: 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 


Adult Day Health Care Center 
located in Parks Slope Brooklyn, 
seeks 2 dynamic RNs with 1-2 
years' experience. Requires 
good clinical & communication 
skills and a strong commit- 
ment to quality care. Bilingual 
Russian and/or Spanish highly 
desirable. Experience in ADHC, 
community health and/or 
geriatrics a plus. 


HEDDA VENABLES. 

EOE M/F 

Fax: 718-789-3536 
Email: Heddav@nadhcc.corr 

OCCUPATIONAL 

THERAPIST 

Adult Day Health Care Center 
located in Park Slope Brooklyn, 
has immediate opportunity for 
F/T NYS licensed OTR. Mon-Fri 


Director of Rehab 
Fax:718-789-3536 
EOE M/F 


BUILDINGS JOB FAIRS 


SEPTEMBER 26™ 
OCTOBER 10™ AND 24™ 
NOVEMBER 14™ AND 28™ 
INSPECTORS 
12:00pm to 3:00pm 

ARCHITECTS & ENGINEERS 
4:00pm to 6:30pm 


MEMORY FOAM THERA-PEUTIC 
NASA-VISCO MATTRESSES 
WHOLESALE! As Seen On TV. Twin 
$299, Full $349, Queen- $399, King 
$499. All sizes available! Dormia- 
Comfortaire Electric adjustables 
$799.00 FREE DELIVERY. 25-Year 
Warranty. 60 night Trial. 1-800-AT- 
SLEEP (1-800-287-5337) 

Moving State to State? Don't Want to 
Drive a Truck? You Load, We Drive, 
You Save! Contact Movex Today! 800- 
876-6839 www.movex.com/coupon 
coupon code: NNA0107 
Advertise Nationally to approximately 
America's best suburbs! Place your 


MSLflB 


1 or 2 Bd. Rms. $800-$2000 
Visit www.Sublet.com 
or call 1-877-367-7368 


Bushwick /Private 3 Family 

3 Bdrm, 1 Ba, Carpet in Bdrms, 
Tile Living Rm, 4 Blocks to Train, 
No Pets/No Programs. 

Avail. 10/1/07 $1,500 per mo 
2 mo Security deposit. 

(347)683-5946 lsv 


Buying or Selling? 

Experienced 
Real Estate Attorney 

Michael S. Gold 

Houses Condos Co-Ops- 
Contracts Closings • 
New Construction Projects ■ 
Refinances 

- Free Consultation - 

Law Offices of 
Michael S. Gold 


(718)246-GOLD (4653) 


BUILDER PAYS 
CLOSING COSTS 

Own-A-Home Realty 


Laundromat For Sale 

1 5 Washers, 9 Dryers. 
Excellent Brooklyn 
Location. 

Call For Details. 

631-880-9757 L41 


YOUR LOCAL A GENT 

Fort Greene 


Knowledgeable. 25 + years experience. Discretion. If you are 
buying or selling in Fort Greene & Clinton Hill , I can smooth 
the bumps, avoid obstacles and get to the close on time. 


Kathryn Lilly 

Prudential Douglas Elliman 

156 Montague Street 
718-780-8174 

cell 718-614-5542 fax 91 7-369-2503 
klilly@elliman.com 
www.elliman.com/kal 


Brownstone Brooklyn 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 
Specializing in Brooklyn's Brownstone Neighborhoods. 
•Brooklyn Heights •Carroll Gardens -Park Slope 

•Cobble Hill •Clinton Hill 9 •Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 
(718)858-6100 


Accountants 


i ^ TheBusinessStore.com 

Rn Accounting, Bookkeeping, 

Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718 - 623-6528 

240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 
(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized Center as 


CLIPandSAVE 


• Auto/Bus/Train • Sidewalk/Road Defects 

• Trips & Falls • Building/Stairs / 

• Wrongful Death • Truck Accidents /~" 

• Construction Accidents M*)- 


Se habla espanol/Consulta Gratis 718-858-2525 


Brooklyn man falls from ladder 
$1.6 million verdict! 

Bronx man recovers $5 million 
for injuries in construction accident! 

Miller & Campson 

Call 1-866-MY FIRM 1 

Personal injury attorneys 
377 Broadway, 8th Floor NY, NY 10013 

1-212-941-0792 

www.millercampson.com 


Facing Divorce? ER31 1 

Get An Experienced. Opinion 
Know Your Rights • Protect Your Property 

See your Brooklyn Divorce Lawyer 
Flexible Appointment Schedule 

Angela E. Scarlato, Attorney at Law 

16 Court Street, 32nd Floor - Brooklyn 

(718) 522-6118 • www.angelascarlato.com 

Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray; P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

39 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 1 1 20 



LEGAL NOTICES 




donttruetton inspectors oil 

ARCHITECTS < 

imblng ifiS[)&clbrS||^gp^QjQ 


WORK IN DUMBO 

SELLING ADS BY PHONE 

You'll be in charge of lots of high-dollar existing 
accounts, plus selling new clients. Home 
Improvement and Real Estate 
are our hottest categories. 

Full Time preferred 
Salary + Commission + Target Bonus. 
Call Celia (718) 834-9350 x 104 


The Brooklyn Paper 



|^| Miscellaneous 

BASIC CLASSES 

Lost Dog in 

$99 GUARANTEED TO LEARN 


Includes 4 Sessions, 

2 yrs. old, 11 lbs, short hair. 

6 hrs. of Instruction, and 

Family broken hearted. REWARD. 

2 Free Practice hrs. at 

Please call with any info 

Brooklyn Geek. 

347-731-3309 « 


37, bearing Index 7 Number N500853/2007, a^op 
he Office of the Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, Kl 

ie of Michael Christopher Laquan Brooks. My pre 


COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 

Firewall Protection - Network Installation 
Removal - System and Hardware 


ijIL Bob & Judi's Collectibles 

P LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 


LEGAL NOTICES 


Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on 
7, bearing Index Number N500875/2007, a cop> 
-^Office^of the Cle^k,^ated at CML ^OURT^Klh 
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The Brooklyn Paper HOME IMPROVEMENT 


Appliance Repair 


EXPERT REPAIRS 

All Makes and Models 


• Washers & Dryers • 

• Stoves & Ovens • 

Call Benson (646) 246-6240 


* Leinster v 
Contracting 

Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

"onception to Completion 


Residential, Cc 


cial, Manufacturing 


aw Buildii 


General Contracting 

• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Departing of Buildings & Landmarks 

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (718) 596-2379 
martin@mdparchitects.com 


Bath Tile & Kitchen 



Carpentry Plus 


Gas & Oil Violations Corrected, 

718-762 9200 


Cleaning Services 


Reliable a Professional Staff 
Contact us for free quote 
TEL: 718-569-0829 
DAVIDfHEIGHTSCLEANING.COM 
WWW.HEIGHTSCLEANING.COM 


Sunshine 
Cleaning Service 

Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
718-408-2621 
licensed 347-645-4084 insured 
sunshinecleaningservice@yahoo.com 

Richards Cleaning Service 

Residential & Office Cleaning 
First 3 hrs. only $40 

718-265-2804 

marirc6@aol.com 


craftsmanship in the 


JTC ASSOCIATES 

Renovation • New Construction 
Custom Design 

.ste. I 

Gut Rehabs Apartments 
Kitchens Bathrooms 
Interior Exterior 


PHI (718) 857-2900 4i 

Chris Mullins A 

■spj* General Contracting 

Roofing • Bathrooms • Kitchens 
Carpentry • All Renovations • Brickwork 
Dormers • Extensions • Windows 


718-276-8558 


Bathroom & Kitchen Til 


Why Replace When You Can Restore? 
— — Rejuvenate Your Bathroom! 


Si~ 


Premier Bath, Inc. 

1-866-399-8827 

www.premierbathsiiK.tom for Special Savings 


Home Improvement Inc 

rior Roofing Specialist Exte 

iraXens ^°k s are O wner Supervised ‘_ R “ 

Basements vVe have been - w " 

doing a great job ' c . Td” 

for over ten years 

718-375-8292 ^ 


Contractors II Contractors 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 

“No Job Too Big or Too Small” 

Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 

Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 

Windows, Painting, Siding, g-| 7-701-3393 

Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 

Lie.# FREE ESTIMATES Insured 
1266064 Office: 6419 Bay Parkway 


S&D HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 


•Sheetrock • 


• Custom Made Kitchen Cabinets, 
Lie #114276 • Free Est • Insured 

(718) 998-1110 


BEAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 


718-686-1100 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN - PRODUCTS - REMODELING 

Residential Remodeling 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 
View previous projects @ 

718-745-0722 


To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 




Residential 718-467-3541 Commercial 

FULLY INSURED 
NYC HIC LIC# 1175612 

Full Interior Renovations - 
Basements - Kitchens - 
Bathrooms - Marble Tiles - Stone 
Tiles - Kitchen Cabinets - Granite 
Counter Tops - Oak Floors - 
Ornamental Molding & Medallion 


brooklynpaper.com 


DECKS 

by Bart 






Slk, 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

www.decksbybart.com 


n & m 

f DEMOLITION 

<& EXCAVATION 

Hassle Free Rubbish Removal 


(718) 965-8024 



DECKS R 

CUSTOM DECKS X*h°me improvement^ 

FROM START TO FINISH 
www.1800983deck.com • 1 -800-983-DECK • 718-227-2629 
Licensed • Bonded & Insured L39 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

• We charge by the job, not by the 


e stocked with thou 


Christopher John Call 718-389-9898 
Electrical Inc. www.ChristJon.com 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
( 718 ) 875-6100 
( 212 ) 475-6100 


Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, 
Drywall, Painting, Title Work 
and Window Surfaces 

Call (71 8) 450-1851 

x: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@ad.com 
Fully Insured • 1*41252474^ 


Call Nick (718) 331-3210 

ALECTRAinc. 


718-522-3893 


BROOKLYN FENCE 
DISTRIBUTORS 

1504 Ralph Ave. Bklyn, NY 11236 

(718) 444-8554 

ALL TYPES OF FENCES 
Custom Cedar, Stockade, PVC 


Floor Maintenance 


Installation & refinishing all hardwood 
flooring. Installation of carpet, 
linoleum, VCT, ceramic & stone tiles. 
www.cherryvalleyflooring.com 

(718) 271-4919 

loisad@cherryvalleyflooring.com 

* Kells * 
Wood Floors 


EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation • Repairs 
•Scraping 'Sanding 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 

(917) 881-1728 




, Prepare Your Garden 
!_ , jl For Next Season! 

Garden Service, Spring Bulb 

ston^Yards -^erraces^ Co-ops" 

718-753-9741 


DRAGONETTI 

BROTHERS 


LANDSCAPING, NURSERY 
& TREE CARE 



...growing with ideas 


design & maintenance 
from rooftops, terraces 
gardens & containers 

Visit our Shop: Tue-Sun 
479 Atlantic Ave 
(646) 489-5181 
www.gardendig.com 


KBM Handyman Services 


V '°IREE ESTIMATE^ 
(718) 763-0379 


brooklynpaper.com 


CALL NED 


Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 


■:hw:mjiologYlu 

...creating a perfect kitchen 


(718) 965-4900 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Cates 


Him® 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

Packing materials • Fully insured 
Prompt • Cordial O 

TOP HAT MOVERS ™ 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 

mily owned and operated for 


give us a call. 
Experienced & Reliable. 


Movers (Licensed) 


M 


TIP 
TOP 

MOVING 

Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & 


718 484-7514 

tiptopmoving@yahoo.com 


On 


Complete Apt. & Home Renov. 

718-921-6176 

Painting 
$100 per room 

Vrom^^RMabh’^CUan. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


SUNSHINE L “ 
PAINTING CO. 

25 YEARS 

CUSTOMIZED SERVICE 
RESTORATION 
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 

( 866 ) 748-6990 &£b 


T JP 

Interiors Inc. 


B| 


AMKK1CAJN 
l-AI rs i i MG'. 
Low Price ,«i. 

References 6 ^ t ft 
Free Estimates 

718-439-7309 A50 



Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


] 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


PIiUIMIBING 

SOLUTIONS 

The right plumber... 
GUARANTEED! 

718-745-5210 


Don’t Even Think 
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ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING S AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate A31-03 

Insured 718 332-8511 lic#2oii 


Radiator Covers 



Rubbish Removal 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Affordable & Hassle-Free 


An 



Same Day 
Clean-Up! 


Free Estimates 
24 Hour Service 


ics - Yards - Demolition 
itainers Available (10-40 yards) 
www.gregsexpress.com 


1 -866-MR-RUBBISH 


FIVE STAR CARTING INS 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
mm Plumbing SHI 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


Fox Roofing 
& Restoration 

New Roofing • Patching • Coaling 

Fox can save you MONEY by 


Call For a FREE Estimate 

1-800-945-5562 

LICENSED INSURED^ 

Schwamberger 

Roofing 

Gutters Skylights. 

ALL^WORK GUARANTEED 

718-646-4540 

2nd Generation Roofing 

Commercial - Residential - Industrial 

BENSON 
M ROOFING 

Home Improvement ■ Spedelizing in Roofs 

• Shingle Roofs • New Roofs • Gutters 
■ Leoders - Skylights - Roofing ■ Repair 
• Waterproofing • Free Estimotes 
. All Work Gunranteed 
Fully Insured . Lie 11 5908 
1747 E. 3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 1 1223 
Tel 718-382-4449/Cell 917-535-3506 


Rubbish Removal 


(866) MR-RUBBISH 

(866) 677-8224 

CELL 917-416-8322 
Lie: BIC-1 180 Fully Insured 
10th year with The Brooklyn Papers 

< ass 

ADS WORK! 


The Brooklyn Paper 


Rubbish Removal 


J&C Demolition 
Rubbish Removal 
Free Estimates 
Fully Insured 
Contact Carlo 
718-775-4171 


EVERGREEN TREE 8r 
SHRUB INC. 

Tree removal, topping, prun- 
n ' n9 grindi^g n9 BuS Uu e ck° Va ' 

Call Ca F rlos e 888-72 S 7-3235 



Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383^ 


Time to Wash Your Windows 

Gusto Window 
Washing 

Have the professionals do it 
at a reasonable rate. 

Contact Donel 

646-295-5668 A » 



Call 718-227-8787, 


WOOD STRIPPING 


IREf HHROimi 


STUNtmt-ffMS 


71BJ51-13D0 '«* 

71B-CUT-TREE r " . > 

A Division ofDragonetti Bros. Landscaping 

Visit Our Nursery at 1875 Ralph Ave., Brooklyn, NY 






























































The Euros are 
spending! 


HEIGHTS 

LOWDOWN 



F or too long, the Fulton Mall 
has long been seen as Brook- 
lyn Heights’ little brother. The 
areas live their lives side by side, 
but really have nothing in common. 

Neighboring shopping destina- 
tions like Front Street in DUMBO 
and DeKalb Avenue in Fort Greene 
are teeming with unique shops, gal- 
leries, bars and restaurants. But the 
Mall has the scraps — cellular 
mega-stores, bargain clothiers, chain 
retailers and fast food. 

Many Heights residents have little 
interest in spending their time — let Juliana Bunim 
alone their money — at the pedestri- 
anized street mall. But we shouldn’t be so quick to turn up our 
noses. The merchandise might be cheap, but commercial rents on 
the block are not — they’re on par with Montague Street and Sev- 
enth Avenue in Park Slope. And there is far less commercial vacan- 
cy on the Fulton Mall than on Montague Street. And according to 
the Fulton Mall Improvement Association, the mall is the bor- 
ough’s most-popular shopping district, with 100,000 daily visitors. 

Those customers are not only local bargain-hunters. With the 
Euro at an all-time high against the once-almighty dollar, 
tourists are snagging deals. 

“I had a stewardess from Lufthansa ask if there was a butcher 
shop in the area,” said Inna Medow of Sterling Optical on Fulton and 
Pearl Streets. “She wanted to buy a beef roast to take back to Ger- 
many with her because apparently meat was so expensive there.” 
European tourists are in the position to buy, but why are they 
doing it at the Fulton Mall? 

“There’s no traffic, which is a lovely relief,” said German 
tourist Eva Mueller, while checking out a faux gold pendant at a 
street vendor. “Last time we came, we did all the tourist activi- 
ties. But now ... we want real New York..” 

Shopowners say that 
the mail’s appeal is in- 
deed its urban feel. In- 
side Cellular Island, a 
thumping mega store at 
Lawrence Street, is the 
counter where Awan 
Javed runs the Fashion 
Gold Jewelry Store. 

“A lot of Europeans 
come [to Fulton Street] 
for the jewelry,” said 
Javed. “They’re looking 
for name plates, earrings 
[and] handmade things 
at good prices.” (Even at 
a counter inside a cell- 
phone store!) 

Mueller bought a 
couple pieces from Javed, as well as football jerseys from Mod- 
ell’s, to take back to her daughter and son in Gottingen, Ger- 
many. “The jewelry and the sports clothes are like what my chil- 
>n television and of course want,” she said. “We don’t 
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a place like this at home.” 


10 lives in Brooklyn Heights. 


THE KITCHEN SINK 

Julianna Margulies was spotted in Borough Hall last week 
filming “Canterbury’s Law,” a new courtroom drama on Fox this 
January. . . . Major congratulations to everyone who put on the 
Cranberry Street Fair last weekend. We can’t wait to see what 
beautiful additions the proceeds will fund this year. ... A hearty Sink 
welcome to Amy Maxmen a new presence at our favorite DUM- 
BO coffee joint, the General Store. Maxmen had a little trouble 
lighting one of the restaurant’s votives on her first night, but she han- 
dled everything else with aplomb. E-mai/: Stoop@BmoklynPaper.com 


A great weekend in Bklyn 

You could be forgiven for thinking that the planets had aligned, given how much buzz there was last weekend. The fun start- 
ed on Friday night, when Care Bears on Fire (picture 1, from left, Isadora Schappell-Spillman, Sophie Kasakovie and Lucio 
Westmoreland) celebrated the release of their LP, "I Stole Your Animal," at Southpaw in Park Slope. On Saturday, DUMBO 
became the blank canvas for the annual "Art Under the Bridge" festival, which featured a sidewalk covered in grass (2), an 
elephant named Dondi (3) and a woman picking up peapods with pliers (4). And on Sunday, Atlantic Avenue was packed for 
the annual "Atlantic Antic" street fair (5), where 3-year-old Allen Pierce (6) picked up a treat from the Blue Marble, the new 
ice cream store between Bond and Nevins streets. — Gersh Kuntzman 



Have you seen us lately? 

Eye Exams 

• Designer Frames 

• Contact Lenses 
/ Jfl • Children's Frames 

• Sunglasses 

r • Sports Glasses 

Heights Vision Center 

132 Montague St. • Brooklyn Heights • (718) 852-1149 

www.doctorstuartfriedman.com 




FLFIT SEREEI1 TUs 


American Housewares is now 
carrying a select line of new 
FLAT SCREEN HDTVs... 

Stop in today, and have 
a new TV in time for 
FOOTBALL SUNDAY! 


85 Court Street m dow„, o, 

Open 7 Days A Week • (718) 

Subway: A, C, F, M, N, R, 2, 3, 4, 5 

AMERICAN cns«® 
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If Sid's Doesn't Have It, 


21 


You Don't Need It! 


Celebrating Our 75th Anniversary! 



• 27,000 sq.ft. 
Superstore 

• Custom Orders 


• Hardware • Licensed Locksmith 

• Holiday Decorations • Lumber Cut-to-size 

• Home Center • Paint 


J&is. 

Benjamin 

Moore 


SID'S HARDWARE 

345 Jay Street j \ save; 

(Between Tillary & Willoughby Streets) i ■ . A 15 % OFF 

Downtown Brooklyn j ^ FlftT F with this 
(718)875-2259 , HjIUlE coupon! 
Open 7 Days - We Deliver 1 L r — 1 Hr 


111 Front Street 

5+5 Gallery I Brooklyn Arts Council I Henry Gregg Gallery 
I s.e.e.dgallery I Safe-T-Gallery I Wessel + O’Connor Fine Art I 
Underbridge Pictures I Nelson Hancock Gallery I Gloria Kennedy Gallery 
I GALLERY twenty-four I Sankaranka Galleryl I Flavors Gallery I and visit 
30 Washington Street d.u.m.b.o arts center 
92 Plymouth Street Smack Mellon Gallery 
37 Main Street The powerHouse Arena 




I'll be your bridge from where you are 

to where you want to be 


Ellen 

Gottlieb 

Associate Broker 

211 Court Street 
Brooklyn 

917.797.1351 
718.625.3700 x 11 


WWW. BROOK LYNBRIDGERI 




GET A MAILBOX WITH BENEFITS 

in Brooklyn Heights 



The UPS Store of Brooklyn Heights 

93 Montague Street (at Hicks St) 
718-802-0900 

Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 7pm | Saturday: 10am to Spm | Sunday: 10am to 3pm 



139 Montague Street • 718.858.5592 

www.latraviatatogo.com • Delivery in Brooklyn Heights only 



Without calling 



Court Express 718-237-8888 

Car Service 24 Hour • 7 Day Dispatch 


WWW.S] 


DUMBO. 










Read your local here. Read them all at BrooklynPaper.com 
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Freebird books 
to soar again 


BROOKLYN 

SOUTH 



Ariella Cohen 


P raise the lord and pass “The 
Power Broker.” A book geek 
with a passion for New York 
history has stepped up to the cash 
register and bought Freebird Books 
& Goods — saving a beloved 
neighborhood reading room from 
going, well, the way of the General 
Slocum, and saving me some seri- 
ous heartache. 

As readers of this column may 
recall, I was petrified when word 
came in June that the store’s found- 
ing owners, Rachel London and 

Sam Citrin, were looking for new 

“investors” in the homey used 
bookshop at 123 Columbia St., near Kane Street. 

Another one bites the dust, I thought each time I passed the 
store’s psychedelia-covered front grate, rolled down for indefi- 
nite closure. I was sad at the thought of some book-themed cafe 
with $9 salads named for short stories I never read replacing the 
store, which served Moxie soda and microwavable com dogs. 
Luckily, it seems I wasn’t the only one who saw the danger. 
Peter Miller, the man who will make Freebird fly again, won’t 
say that he doesn’t visit theme restaurants like the ones that line 
Smith Street. He is quick to admit that he lived in cute-as-a-cliche 
Greenwich Village for years before moving to the Columbia 
Street waterfront district. A neighborhood, however, must have 
more to read than menus — no matter how erudite the descrip- 
tion of locally grown squash soup, he said. 

“Boutiques and theme restaurants don’t define a neighborhood’s 
success,” said Miller. “There are a lot of readers in this neighbor- 
hood and this store has really grown to reflect people’s interests.” 
Miller said he plans to run the store in the same way that London 
and Citrin did — as a community space with shelves for local writ- 
ers and frequent events. 
Like many people in the 
waterfront district, Miller 
values living in a place 
where neighbors talk to 
each other about what is 
happening around them, 
which happens to be a lot. 

“The city wants to re- 
develop the waterfront. 
There is construction 
everywhere and people 
are reading about these 
things,” he said. 

Conveniently enough, 
Miller is already is armed 
with the right books for 
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definitely accumulated a lot of books about New York, and there 
are several hundred that I plan to put back out to the shelves,” the 
bibliophile said. 

Though no reopening date has been set for the store, Miller 
said that we readers wouldn’t be kept waiting too long. 

“We are laid-back in this neighborhood,” he said. “But I am 
excited to get started.” 

Ariella Cohen is a freelance writer in New Orleans. 


THE KITCHEN SINK 

Stop the bug: Get a free flu shot on Oct. 17 or Oct. 19 at As- 
semblywoman Joan Millman's office, 341 Smith St., between 
Carroll and President streets between 10 am and 1 pm. The 200 
doses will be available on a first-come, first-shot basis. . . . Zoo- 
topia: Chelsea Garden Center is hosting a free petting zoo 
on Saturday, Oct. 13 from 1 to 5 pm. There will be pony rides, 
pumpkins, and a bevy of furry animals, plus a sale to distract 
mom and dad from Junior’s gallops on the pony. 

E-mail: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 


A great weekend in Bklyn 

You could be forgiven for thinking that the planets had aligned, given how much buzz there was last weekend. The fun start- 
ed on Friday night, when Care Bears on Fire (picture 1, from left, Isadora Schappell-Spillman, Sophie Kasakovie and Lucio 
Westmoreland) celebrated the release of their LP, "I Stole Your Animal," at Southpaw in Park Slope. On Saturday, DUMBO 
became the blank canvas for the annual "Art Under the Bridge" festival, which featured a sidewalk covered in grass (2), an 
elephant named Dondi (3) and a woman picking up peapods with pliers (4). And on Sunday, Atlantic Avenue was packed for 
the annual "Atlantic Antic" street fair (5), where 3-year-old Allen Pierce (6) picked up a treat from the Blue Marble, the new 
ice cream store between Bond and Nevins streets. — Gersh Kuntzman 




Have you seen us lately? 



» Eye Exams 
* Designer Frames 
» Contact Lenses 
» Children's Frames 
» Sunglasses 
» Sports Glasses 


Heights Vision Center 

132 Montague St. • Brooklyn Heights • (718) 852-1149 

www.doctorstuartfriedman.com 



If Sid's Doesn't Have It, 
You Don't Need It! 


Celebrating Our 75th Anniversary! 


• 27,000 sq.ft. • Hardware 

Superstore • Holiday Decorations 

• Custom Orders • Home Center 

A SID'S HARDWARE 

Benjamin 345 Ja y street 

Moore (Between Tillary & Willoughby Streets) 

Downtown Brooklyn 
(718) 875-2259 
Open 7 Days - We Deliver 


> Licensed Locksmith 

> Lumber Cut-to-size 
* Paint 


SIDS 


SAVE 

,15% OFF 


FLFIT SCREED TUs 


American Housewares is now 
carrying a select line of new 
FLAT SCREEN HDTVs... 

Stop in today, and have 
a new TV in time for 
FOOTBALL SUNDAY! 


AMERICAN 

HOUSEWARES 


iznm 

> ver 30 Years in Business 
g Home Delivery within Brooklyn 




111 Front Street 

5+5 Gallery I Brooklyn Arts Council I Henry Gregg Gallery 
I s.e.e.dgallery I Safe-T-Gallery I Wessel + O’Connor Fine Art I 
Underbridge Pictures I Nelson Hancock Gallery I Gloria Kennedy Gallery 
I GALLERY twenty-four I Sankaranka Gallery! I Flavors Gallery I and visit 
30 Washington Street d.u.m.b.o arts center 
92 Plymouth Street Smack Mellon Gallery 
37 Main Street The powerHouse Arena 
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Court Express 718 - 237-8888 

Car Service 24 Hour • 7 Day Dispatch 
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to where you want to be 
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211 Court Street 
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GET A MAILBOX WITH BENEFITS 

in Brooklyn Heights 



The UPS Store of Brooklyn Heights 

93 Montague Street (at Hicks St) 
718-802-0900 

Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 7pm | Saturday: 10am to 5pm | Sunday: 10am to 3pm 
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T’irecf of the usuaC 
funchtime fare? 

Tine Japanese cuisine, 
jyfus fuCC sushi har, 
for funch or dinner. 


Nanaforr 

Japanese Restaurant 


© 


1 62 Montague Street (at Clinton Street) 
Brooklyn Heights ■ 718-522-5555 
Open 7 Days a Week 
Fast, Free Delivery • lEBl bbm 













Read your here. Read them all at BrooklynPaper.com 



Taking a bite 
out of dentists 

T he 10 dentists and physicians 
who have somehow managed to 
ride out the transition of the 
Williamsburgh Savings Bank build- 
ing from a beehive of professional 
activity into a ratified collection of 
condos for the ultra-elite are making 
a last-ditch effort to stay put for good. 

The collection of dentists, dental 
specialists, and even an urologist has 
offered $10 million to Dermot Com- 
pany, the development firm that 
bought the building, Brooklyn’s 
tallest, and divvied up the space into 
189 condos, ground-floor retail, and 
an enormous, 32,000-square-foot 
commercial space that encompasses 
the 15 medical suites and is being 
marketed for $15.4 million. 

“We made the offer on Sept. 21 
said Adam Leitman Bailey, the attorney representing the doctors, 
who are willing to pool resources to pay for the property. “The bro- 
ker said that we’re close.” 

But Barbara Wagner, a spokeswoman for Dermot, had a distinct- 
ly different impression. 

“The doctors’ offer to purchase the medical office condominium 
is significantly under market and, as developers and investors, it 
would be imprudent and irresponsible to further consider any such 
offer,” said Wagner. 

That’s unfortunate. There’s something so romantic and demo- 
cratic about the notion that the borough’s tallest and grandest build- 
ing should be home to working professionals, and open to their of- 
ten working-class clients. The doctors that remain are remnants of a 
once 150-strong community of professionals. The tower evokes 
fond (and scary) memories of fluoride and tooth drills, braces and 
root canals in one-time patients across the borough. Why deny 
Brooklyn its history? 

That these doctors have survived this long is a testament to then- 
tenacity and luck. “It’s been a war of attrition, letting leases expire 
and kicking people out if 
they don’t want to pay the 
exorbitant rents,” said one 
doctor. 

I met one of the ves- 
tiges of the storied Tooth 
Tower, endodontist Mark 
Coffiner, on Tuesday 
morning in his offices at 
the recently renamed One 
Hanson Place, where’s he 
been giving root canals 
for 35 years. Coffiner has 
an obvious passion for the 
building where he’s built 
his practice. He and oth- 
ers said they were willing 
to put up with the con- 
struction inconveniences if they could just stay in the building. 

Here’s to hoping Coffiner manages to stay put. Brooklyn may be 
flush with wealth these days, but it can’t afford to continue losing 
the very things that make it special. 

Dana Rubinstein is a Brooklyn Paper staff reporter. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 


Speaking of the Williamsburgh Savings Bank, we hear that 
Borders has backed out of a plan to lease the ground floor space. 
Maybe that paves the way for the Apple store ! . . . Pratt Institute 
has moved ahead in the unofficial competition for the greenest cam- 
pus award. The arts school appointed industrial design professor 
Debera Johnson as its first Director of Sustainability. Congrats! 

E-mail: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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A great weekend in Bklyn 

You could be forgiven for thinking that the planets had aligned, given how much buzz there was last weekend. The fun start- 
ed on Friday night, when Care Bears on Fire (picture 1, from left, Isadora Schappell-Spillman, Sophie Kasakovie and Lucio 
Westmoreland), celebrated the release of their LP, "I Stole Your Animal," at Southpaw in Park Slope. On Saturday, DUMBO 
became the blank canvas for the annual "Art Under the Bridge" festival, which featured a sidewalk covered in grass (2), an 
elephant named Dondi (3) and a woman picking up peapods with pliers (4). And on Sunday, Atlantic Avenue was packed for 
the annual "Atlantic Antic" street fair (5), where 3-year-old Allen Pierce (6) picked up a treat from the Blue Marble, the new ice 
cream store between Bond and Nevins streets. — Oersh Kuntzman 
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American Housewares is now 
carrying a select line of new 

FLAT SCREEN HDTVs... 

Stop in today, and have 
a new TV in time for 
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The UPS Store of Brooklyn Heights 

93 Montague Street (at Hicks St) 
718-802-0900 

Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 7pm | Saturday: 10am to 5pm | Sunday: 10am to 3pm 
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Met life is the 
only life for him 

I t is easy to say that the sight of 
grown men crying in their seats 
at Shea Stadium on Sunday — 
when the Mets wrote the punctua- 
tion mark on their historic collapse 
— was pathetic. 

But such thinking misses the 
point about why plenty of adults — 
normal, intelligent adults with real 
jobs and loving families — felt so 
disgusted by the Mets’ performance 
that they woke up Monday as if 
having just flown home on the red- 
eye from the funeral of a particular- 
ly close friend. 

Try as we might to say that we 
don’t really care about what our 
beloved Amazin’s do on the field 
— after all, being a Met fan means 
learning to say “Wait ’til next year” 
while the season is still going on for dozens of other teams — 
we must care. We have no choice. Being a Met fan, like any oth- 
er chronic affliction, is incurable. 

When I was in my formative years — during that seven con- 
secutive years of sub- .500 play from 1977-1983 , for example 
— being a Met fan was my badge of integrity, an indication that 
I was not the kind of insecure person who needed to gravitate to 
winners or craved and the easy happiness of success, awards, 
trophies, consistent excellence or being carried off the field on 
the shoulders of cheer- 
leaders. 

Then as now, all the 
kids were Yankee fans. 
But this year proves what 
I have said all along, that 
steady success (they’ve 
been in the playoffs for 
453 consecutive seasons, 
right?) makes Yankee 
fans soft. (Think of the 
children!) 

Just as my father be- 
fore me and his father be- 
fore him, I will teach my 
children that being a Met 
fan means always know- 
ing that the other shoe is 
going to drop. Even when 
John Maine was pitching a no-hitter for 7-2/3 innings on Saturday 
and the Mets were scoring like Rob Lowe at a sorority party, I kept 
telling my wife that I needed a 15-run lead to feel comfortable. 

The Mets only put up a 13-run lead, so I never relaxed. Good 
thing, too, because the team lost the next day so badly that I swear 
I’ll never watch another Met game as long as I live. 

Until April, I mean. This disease has not run its course. 

Our mystery guest columnist has been a Met Ian since 1974. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 


You may know Bruce Ratner as the man who wants to fill 
Prospect Heights with 16 skyscrapers, but we know him as the guy 
who’s letting our Park Slope pal Ben Rubin install his beloved 
multi-media installation. Listening Post, in the lobby of the gor- 
geous new Times building in Gaphattan. What can we say, the man 
showed real taste this time. ... The improv for kids program at the 
Gallery Players on 14th Street is getting raves. Check out the 
next show on Sunday, Oct. 21 . Tickets are just $8 and can be re- 
served by calling (718) 595-0547 x6. ... How about that Joan 
Millman! The Carroll Gardens Assemblywoman just handed the 
Park Slope YMCA a check for $50,000 to get the Y started on its 
hot new aquatics center. ... We ran into Councilman Bill DeBla- 
sio the other day as he helped kick off the Doe Fund’s new Sev- 
enth Avenue street cleaning operation. DeBlasio helped line up 
the $34,000 in public financing to get sweeping from Fourth Street 
to Prospect Avenue in the once-dirty South Slope. 

E-mail: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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A great weekend in Bklyn 

You could be forgiven for thinking that the planets had aligned, given how much buzz there was last weekend. The fun start- 
ed on Friday night, when Care Bears on Fire (picture 1, from left, Isadora Schappell-Spillman, Sophie Kasakovie and Lucio 
Westmoreland), celebrated the release of their LP, "I Stole Your Animal," at Southpaw in Park Slope. On Saturday, DUMBO 
became the blank canvas for the annual "Art Under the Bridge" festival, which featured a sidewalk covered in grass (2), an 
elephant named Dondi (3) and a woman picking up peapods with pliers (4). And on Sunday, Atlantic Avenue was packed for 
the annual "Atlantic Antic" street fair (5), where 3-year-old Allen Pierce (6) picked up a treat from the Blue Marble, the new ice 
cream store between Bond and Nevins streets. — Gersh Kuntzman 







offers quality healthcare at 
10 convenient center locations 
throughout Brooklyn with one in 
your neighborhood. Most major 
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Fall festivals fill the Ridge 


F or one week every fall, resi- 
dents of Bay Ridge set aside 
their differences to do what 
they do best — party. 

This year was no different. With 
three unique festivals in seven 
days, the party felt like it never 
ended. But taken together the cele- 
brations remind us all of why life at 
the end of the R continues to be 
Brooklyn’s best-kept secret. 

The secret can be boiled down to 
two things that in this case go hand 
in hand: diversity and food. 

This year’s grub-fest kicked off Matthew Lysiak 
last weekend with The Holy Cross 

Greek Cultural Festival, a three-day event which began on Fri- 
day, Sept. 21 , and showcased our community’s prominent Greek 

Locals who wandered down to Ridge Boulevard found traffic 
closed from 86th to 84th streets for the most-famous (and per- 
haps only) loukoumades-eating contest in Brooklyn, not to men- 
tion live Greek music, rides, and plenty of ouzo (which is an 
anise-flavored liqueur best known for inebriating generations of 
uninitiated backpacker tourists). 

But this party wasn’t just for toga-lovers. 

Last Saturday’s Ragamuffin Parade featured a scene that was 
equal parts Sesame Street and David Lynch, as an army of three- 
foot tall King Kongs, Dora the Explorers, Batmans (Batmen?), 
and Little Mermaids dutifully marched down the street together 
in the 41st annual installment. 

The sight was as beautiful as it was macabre, with children 
(some soaked in fake monster blood) taking over Third Avenue 
(“Children of the Com,” anyone?) as adults stood in the back- 
ground, only coming out to occasionally steer their costumed 
tykes away from the 
overpriced balloon mer- 

If that wasn’t enough 
fun, the next day’s Third 
Avenue festival featured 
plenty of food, not to 
mention a minor street- 
side political conven- 

All the local pols had 
similar pitches, offering 
small bribes like tote 
bags and stickers in ex- 
change for e-mail ad- 
dresses — but the most 
original may have been 
the Brooklyn Democrats 
for Change, which offered Bazooka Joe chewing gum (the ones 
with the comics) to those brave enough to fork over contact info. 

But the festivals were about more than really great food, cre- 
ative costumes, and sketchy-looking rides: these 10 days were a 
kaleidoscope of shapes, colors, and smells that strike at one of 
humanity’s few remaining common denominators, resonating 
right at an instinctual core within all of us (besides hunger) — 
the need for whimsical celebrations. 

The concept of celebrating our existence, for the sake of ex- 
isting, isn’t something that is too common in this day of age, and 
it is an overall feeling that is carried throughout Bay Ridge most 
of the year — a communal vibe, if you will. 

In a town where outsiders paint us as fractured along political 
and cultural lines, the festivals showcased our harmonious diver- 
sity, where everyone sets aside his differences in the name of 
funnel cakes and falafels. 

That should be a big part of the reason Bay Ridge is a com- 
munity that finds itself worthy of celebrating, again, and again, 
and again. 

But just don’t tell anyone. 
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Who's on 3rd? 


What a weekend it was in Bay Ridge! First, Third Avenue 
played host to the 41st annual Ragamuffin Parade, which fea- 
tured hundreds of kids (of all ages — yes, we're talking about 
you, Vince Gentile!) in costumes in this beloved pre-Hal- 
loween rite. Meanwhile, 80th Street was filled with the sights, 
sounds and slaps of the Stickball Old-Timers game (see sto- 
ry, below). On Sunday, hundreds of local businesses, restau- 
rants, mini-cowboys (photo, top) and entertainers (right) par- 
ticipated in the Third Avenue Festival, one of the borough's 
last "real" street fairs. See Matthew Lysiak's column, left. 



Matthew Lysiak is a writer who lives in Bay Ridge. 


Funny little footnote to last week’s story about Councilman 
Domenic Recchia's challenge to five-term Rep. Vito Fossel- 

la: The Congressman’s campaign staff quickly pounced on Rec- 
chia’s out-of-district address, but The Sink couldn’t help but no- 
tice that the phone number for the Committee to Re-Elect Vito 
Fossella has a 703 area code — that’s Virginia, folks. . . . Over- 
heard on Sunday at Salty Dog, the firefighter bar on Third Av- 
enue between 75th and 76th streets: “I will never watch another 
Mets game so long as I live,” one dejected fan screamed at the 
big screen as the Marlins put up seven in the top of the first. “Or 
at least I won’t until next year.” . . . Poly Prep completed a 
$4.5-million upgrade of its track and athletic fields. The new 
field is now covered with something called Mondoturf EcofUl, a 
rubber substitute that retains about 20 degrees less heat than 
black rubber, supposedly lowering athletes’ fatigue. . . . The tor- 
nado-ravaged Fourth Avenue Presbyterian Church, which 
is at Fourth Avenue near 67th Street, will be holding a 
concert/fundraiser in the sanctuary on Sunday, Oct. 21 at 4 pm. 
The event will feature songs and duets by Elizabeth Inghram 
and Douglas Jabara and the suggested donation is $30, but 
everyone is welcome. Rev. David Aja-Sigmon has been busy 
praying overtime, especially since he is a die-hard Chicago Cubs 
fan and now those loveable losers are in the playoffs. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 


The city game — of old 



By Adam Klasfeld 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


Once, it was played on every street, on 
every day, in every comer of Brooklyn. 

But last Saturday, the sight of a stickball 
game stopped traffic in Bay Ridge. That is, 
until the players got out of the way so the 
cars could go past. 

Yes, it was stickball “Old-Timers Day” on 
80th Street again — and for the 39th year, 
Pete “Stickball Pete” Syrdahl was orchestrat- 

“When you get to be my age,” Syrdahl 
said, “you start thinking about the end.” 

If the end of the great game finally comes, 
it won’t be for lack of torch-bearing by Syr- 
dahl. He sends out invitations months in ad- 


Asian-Americans fail to find FEMA funds 


THE KITCHEN SINK 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Uncle Sam keeps knocking — 
but they aren’t answering. 

Eight weeks after a freak storm 
struck, Bay Ridge’s tornado-ravaged 
Asian-American community still won’t 
apply for Uncle Sam’s handouts. 

As of Monday, $400,000 in aid 
has flowed into Brooklyn — but that 
amount would be higher if some res- 
idents better understood the system, 
according to the Federal Emergency 
Management Administration spokes- 
woman Sandra Martin. 

“Bay Ridge is such a diverse 
neighborhood,” said Martin. “A lot of 
residents in the Asian-American 
community may not have gotten the 


message or don’t understand that we 
offer language assistance.” 

If the message was lost among 
Asian-Americans, a lot of others got it. 

Just under 600 Brooklyn residents 
had already had their application ap- 
proved with FEMA and 245 residents 
had visited the agency’s 59th Street 
field office. The grant amount that has 
already been approved is at $419,699. 

Grants provided by the federal 
government do not need to be paid 

But Martin said that Brooklyn 
would be get even more green if the 
community could mobilize Bay 
Ridge’s diverse and shy citizenry. 

After the Aug. 8 storm, FEMA 
sent inspectors to the hardest-hit ar- 
eas — a concentric circle around 


67th Street between Fourth and Sev- 
enth avenues that is home to many 
Asian-American residents. Though 
hundreds of cars and roofs were de- 
stroyed, eight weeks later many have 
still not applied. Last week, The 
Brooklyn Paper knocked on doors 
and got a similar response as the 
feds. 

“I am sorry, I don’t speak Eng- 
lish,” said one woman on Bay Ridge 
Avenue in perfect English. “I can’t 
help you because you wouldn’t be 
able to understand me.” 

Other homeowners either didn’t 
answer or gave similar non-responses. 

But it isn’t a language barrier that 
got their tongues, but fear of the author- 
ities, at least according to one neighbor. 

“They speak perfect English, but 


they are not going to talk to anyone,” 
said one neighbor, who requested 
anonymity, who lives across the 
street from the damaged homes on 
69th Street. “A lot of those homes are 
illegally converted and have 10 or 15 
different people living there.” 

But residents should not let their 
lmrmgratron status get in the way of 
applying for aid, said Federal Emer- 
gency Management Agency spokes- 
woman Barbara Lynch. “If an illegal 
immigrant who applies for assistance 
has a young child who was bom 
here, then that child is eligible for 
help,” said Lynch. 

Register by Oct. 30. at FEMA's Bay 
Ridge center (552 59th Street, at 
Sixth Avenue) or by calling (800) 621- 
FEMA. 


vance and makes sure that all of the equip- 
ment and refreshments are ready. He also de- 
signs, orders, and sells the t-shirts and hats. 

And wherever he drives, his vanity plate — 
“ST1CKB-LL” — heralds the sport he loves. 

He’s not alone. On Saturday, it was hard 
to tell that the popularity of the sport has fad- 
ed. Fathers and sons faced off in the middle 
of 80th Street between Third and Fourth av- 
enues. Spectators drank beer and soda pulled 
out of ice-filled garbage cans, and almost 
every stoop had a family watching the game. 

One of the games pitted a team of adults 
(“The Old Timers”) against younger folk 
(“The Oldish”), who ranged from their mid- 
20s to as young as 6 years old. 

A Brooklyn Paper reporter — a rookie 
somewhere in the middle of “the Oldish” 
age group — was asked to join in. Not coin- 
cidentally, his team lost both games by 
scores of 10-4 and 17-4, and the top awards 
went to old guys, like Michael Malett, who 
won the Pete “Best” Purlett “Three-Sewer” 
award for the game’s longest blast. 

Obviously, stickball is not a game for the 
young. Though Syrdahl runs a friendly com- 
petition, the older guys certainly play to win. 
There were arguments over the how many 
runs had scored and the rules themselves 
(one thing is unarguable, though: in this old 
ball game, it’s one. ..two. ..two strikes 
you’re out!). 

Many things conspired to end stickball’s 
hegemony over Brooklyn athletic fife, Syr- 
dahl said, including (but not limited to) 
video games, overscheduled kids, car traffic 
and even the Vietnam War. 

“The good players got drafted,” Syrdahl 

Even the equipment is getting harder to 
find. Almost every year, Syrdahl checks 
garbage cans for old broomsticks for bats. 

“Unfortunately, they’re all plastic,” he said. 
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Race, me and 
Mel Gibson 

T he first time it happened, I did- 
n’t give it a lot of thought. It is 
20 years ago and I am giving a 
lift to my friend John Smith (that’s 
his real name). We pull up to a 
Williamsburg stoplight and are ap- 
proached by a squeegee guy. Sud- 
denly, he stops, lowers his spray 
bottle and rag, puts on a wide grin 
and says, “Oops, sorry, officers,” 
and retreats. 

A few weeks later, it happened 

Smith and I are walking through 
a Brooklyn housing project and a 
bunch of little kids start following 
us, giggling and calling me “5-oh” 

So I started to wonder: why do 
these people think I am a cop? The second time it happened, I 
was a white guy on foot in a mostly black neighborhood; maybe 
that explains it. But the fust time, I was driving a car on a main 
traffic artery. Could it have something to do with the fact that 
my friend Smith is black? 

Some of my Greenpoint neighbors told me that some people 
would assume that a middle-aged white guy and a middle-aged 
black guy driving in the middle of a weekday are undercover 
cops. I remember thinking, “Could this be true? Is that where we 
are racially in this city, that the only explanation some people 
can think of for a white guy and black guy to be driving togeth- 
er is that they’re cops?” This was a pretty depressing thought, 
and eventually I stopped thinking it. 

Years passed — and if anyone mistook me for a cop, I didn’t 

Then, last month, it happened again. I am driving down Met- 
ropolitan Avenue in my Honda Accord with my buddy Andre, 
and all of a sudden, traf- 
fic slowed. Two mini- 
vans ahead of me were 
going particularly slow. 
An unpleasant sense of 
deja vu crept over me. 
Besides being English, 
Andre is also black. 
Were we being taken for 

I pulled alongside one 
of the vans. The driver, a 


guy, looked pretty nerv- 
ous; he had his arms 
straight out, both hands 
on the wheel, and was 
staring straight ahead. 
He never looked at us. 
Andre, who recently returned from two tours in Iraq with the 
Royal Marines, suggested puffing the guy over. I suggested that 
he go back to Basra. 

Wednesday was the last straw. Andre and I were driving up to 
a road construction crew at an intersection. A flagman was sig- 
naling us to stop. To our left, the road was clear; to our right, a 
steam shovel was digging up the street. I made eye contact with 
the flagman and pointed to the right with a questioning look. He 
gave me a double thumbs-up and directed the steam shovel to 
move out of the way. Only when I turned right did I realize that 
the road was completely tom up and I was driving through a 
construction site. All of the other cars had turned left. Then it 
dawned on me: the construction guy let us through because he 
thought we were cops. 

I was confused and needed answers. 

I decided to submit the issue to my softball team, which rep- 
resents an amazingly diverse cross-section of the city. We have 
white guys, black guys, Asian guys and Latino guys. We have 
Democrats, Greens and even one Republican. We live in differ- 
ent neighborhoods and do all kinds of jobs; we range in age 
from 20s to 60s; we even have a city councilman. When I asked 
them what was going on here, their near-unanimous answer 
was: “You look like cop.” 

“So it’s not about race?” I say with relief. 

George (Latino) said I looked like the classic Irish cop. A1 
(black) and John (black) conceded that part of it could have been 
that undercover cops often work in interracial pairs, but that the 
main thing was that I look like a cop. The city councilman 
(white) blamed Mel Gibson and Danny Glover. Huh? 

“It’s not that undercover cops always pair off by race,” he ex- 
plained. “It’s that people watch too many movies and TV shows 
that make them think they do. 

“And what are you, anyway, Irish?” 

Tom Gilbert, who is not Irish, is a writer and 
historian who lives in Greenpoint 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

The 1 1 th Annual Kent Street Festival , held last Satur- 
day, was the most successful to date. About 2,500 people visited 
the festival, which featured rides and games for children, freshly 
baked goods, vendors and three live bands. According to Ken 
Pawlukiewicz and Stephen Leddick. who co-chaired the 
event, festival proceeds will go toward preservation of the his- 
toric buildings of the Church of the Ascension at 127 Kent 
St., between Manhattan Avenue and Franklin Street. ... The 
Sept. 28 issue of the Greenpoint Courier featured a pull-out 
section devoted to the Mets and Yankees called “The Road to 
October.” Too bad that some newspapers can’t wait for all the 
facts to come in before publishing their stories. . . . Beside the 
Point fan Laura Hofman has resigned from the board of direc- 
tors of the community group GWAAP (Greenpoint Waterfront 

Association for Parks and Planning) Mayor Bloomberg was 

schedule to hold a town hall meeting in Greenpoint on Oct. 4 at 
the Polonaise Terrace on Greenpoint Avenue after we went to 
press. Our pals at the North Brooklyn Development Cor- 
poration set it up. . . . Save the date: Town Square's annual 
Children's Halloween Parade & Party is scheduled for 
Sunday, Oct. 28th at 4 pm! For more info, call (718) 609.1090 
or visit www.townsquareinc.com. . . . Mad props to our new pal 
Ben Cramer, who just moved in from Rochester to take a job 
with the World Trade Center Medical Monitoring and 
Treatment Program. The youngster didn’t know anyone in 
Greenpoint, but there he was hanging with the kickball crowd at 
McCarren Park last weekend, and even gave his number to 
two women. Way to go, Ben! . . . The Sunday Times ran a Style 
section piece on how Brooklyn’s collective ego was suffering 
due to Heath Ledger’s decision to quit the borough for Manhat- 
tan, but the story had a huge hole: Times reporter Alex 
Williams interviewed our editor, Gersh Kuntzman. for the 
piece, but left Kuntzman ’s rapier-like insights on the paste-up 
room floor. For the record: Kuntzman told Williams that we 
Brooklynites don’t care about celebrities, but we’re not averse 
to gossiping about the outrageous prices they pay for their apart- 
ments! E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 





A mother and daughter enjoy the new Newtown Creek Nature Walkway at its formal opening on Saturday. 


Nothing stinks about 
this ‘nature walk’ 


By Sarah Rivette 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Turns out, that new “na- 
ture walk” along side the 
Newtown Creek sewage 
treatment plant on Provost 
Street doesn’t smell like the 
Port Authority men’s room. 

The much-mocked walk- 
way, which is the only park 
space in the northern part of 
Greenpoint, opened to raves 
from the residents last week- 
end, and, most important, did- 
n’t smell as bad as they 
thought it would. 

“It’s better now than the 
old days,” said Ed Arlowski, 
who was sent by his congre- 
gation, the Church of the As- 
cension on Kent Avenue, to 
report back on the walkway. 

Arlowski, who has lived in 
Greenpoint on and off for the 
past 30 years, found the area 
“gorgeous” and commended 


those involved for “doing a 
great job on the waterfront.” 

The nature walk runs along 
the shoreline of the Newtown 
Creek and, indeed, borders the 
wastewater plant. 

Where Paidge Avenue 
ends, the futuristic stainless 
steel railings usher pedestrians 
up stairs that lead down a path 
guarded on the right side by a 
20-foot wall separating the 
path from the plant. 

To the left is a small field of 
large metal containers, scrap 
metal and varying construc- 
tion equipment that lay be- 
tween the path and the creek. 
Once reaching the edge of the 
creek, there are tiered steps 
that go straight into the water, 
and the granite stairs, as well 
as many of the granite slab 
benches, are engraved with 
names of Indian tribes that 
once populated the area. 

The path leads to a circular 


area, where the centerpiece is 
a marble engraving of what 
the original tributaries of the 
creek looked like before being 
filled in for development. 
When it rains, the engraving 
fills with water and flows to- 
ward the East River, as the 
tributaries would naturally do. 

The path then extends in- 
land, towards the plant and the 
infamous large egg shaped 
units, where there is a loading 
dock for kayaks and boats for 
access to the water, and railed 
areas for fishing. 

Helen Geist, a Greenpoint 
lifer, brought her children to 
take part in the scavenger hunt 
organized by the Department 
of Environmental Protection, 
which runs the site. 

“It’s nice to see something 
developed nice,” Geist said. 
“It’s nice to come down here 
and get away from it all.” 

The Newtown Creek Moni- 


toring Committee worked with 
DEP to complete the $3 ,2-mil- 
lion walkway, which was con- 
ceived over a decade ago as a 
way to ensure water access and 
cleaning of the creek. 

“This will raise environ- 
mental awareness,” said Laura 
Hofmann, a member of 
NCMC. “The more people 
that use the waterway, the 
more it will improve.” 

This section of the walk- 
way is the first of three phases 
that will eventually ring the 
entire sewage plant. 

Given that location, plenty 
of people joked on local blogs 
about the manure-smelling 
nature walk. But that snarki- 
ness did little to cub the enthu- 
siasm of NCMC Co-chair 
Barbara Milhelic. 

“[Thanks to this path] I will 
be able to dance from one end 
of Greenpoint to the other!” 
she said. 


POWER PLANT OFF THE GRID 


Solar cell phone recharger headed to Manhattan 


By Michael McLaughlin 

for The Brooklyn Pa per 

Bad news for all you gadget-addict- 
ed Williamsburgers out there: artist 
Mouna Andraos’s solar- and arm- 
powered recharger contraption is 
heading to — say it ain’t so! — Man- 
hattan. 

Fresh from her success in fueling up 
moribund cell phones, iPods and laptops 
all over Williamsburg at the Conflux 
Festival last week, Andraos is taking her 
mobile generator on the road. 

“I’ve been thinking about taking it 
out in different neighborhoods and more 
rush-hour type situations,” said An- 

On her next outing, Andraos says she 
might roll her cart nto the most-rushed 
neighborhood of them all: Wall Street. 

The good news for all you gadgeth- 
eads is that Andraos is working to make 
it easy for copycats to build their own 
versions of her clean energy power 

“I’ll publish the directions on how I 
built it,” said Andraos, whose cart can 
energize several phones and computers 
at once, and takes about as long to fully 
revive them as does any electrical outlet. 

To build her machine, she studied 
battery-less flashlights for technical in- 
sights, but she was more influenced by 
the history of conducting business on 
the street. 

“The idea for the cart came from in- 
spiration from more traditional street 
vendor activities,” like knife-sharpeners 
and shoe-shiners, said Andraos, 28. “I 
started looking into alternative power 
sources for small devices.” 

But unlike her peddler predecessors, 
though, Andraos gave away her service — 



Get a load of Mouna Andraos's solar- and arm-powered recharger contraption! 
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The UPS Store of Brooklyn Heights 
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